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PREFACE 


P ERHAPS there is no other subject about which 
so much has been written as that of the 
cross. This one symbol and this one word 
has held the gaze of heaven and earth as no other 
word in the language of men. But has anyone ever 
grasped the full meaning of the cross? Some few 
have approximated it, and how wonderfully they 
lived! How their lives have rebuked us! How 
shamefaced we stood in their presence! 

Many Christians know of not more than two 
things which Christ Jesus accomplished for them 
on the cross: that he bore their sins and paid their 
penalty. The purpose of this booklet is to suggest 
to them that there is much more which He ac¬ 
complished for them, in order that they may ap¬ 
propriate for themselves more of the riches of the 
cross. The measure of our spiritual life depends 
greatly upon our true apprehension of what was 
really accomplished at Calvary. On the cross God 
separated sin from us, today He seeks to separate 
us from our sins. This can only be done as we 
begin to appreciate and appropriate what Christ 
finished on the cross. The work which He finished 
becomes the door into the riches which God has 
for us. “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes 
he became poor, that ye through his poverty might 
become rich” (II Cor. 8:9). His becoming poor 
reached a climax on the cross, and all that He 
suffered was in order that we through His poverty 
might become rich. The cross becomes the only 
door to this immeasurable wealth. People today 
seek the blessings and power of Pentecost apart 
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from a personal experience of crucifixion with 
Christ, the result is a counterfeit experience. Cal¬ 
vary is always before Pentecost, historically and 
experimentally. The only way into the riches of 
fulness of life is through our acceptance of our 
crucifixion with Him. All of the promises of God, 
in fact all of the things that God has to say to us, 
are spoken from the standpoint of the cross. 
Everything from Genesis to Revelation revolves 
around the cross and is understandable and can 
be lived only from the standpoint, “I am crucified 
with Christ.” The cry, “It is finished,” was ut¬ 
tered from the cross. Thrice happy those who 
understand His words and enter into His finished 
work! 

Again I am indebted to Mrs. Legters, who has 
been my constant companion and helper. I am 
indebted to her for all of the editorial work and 
she has made herself responsible for the proof 
reading. She has prepared the chapter outlines 
which include practically every text referred to in 
the booklet. Her suggestions and additions have 
been of great value. We send this booklet out 
unitedly, trusting the Lord to use it in the lives 
of some of those for whom He died on the cross. 

We are deeply indebted to Mr. and Mrs. Tom M. 
Olson, who graciously set at our disposal their 
cottage at Camp Baldy, California, for twelve days 
in order that we might have uninterrupted time 
for writing out these studies. I am indebted to 
Dr. R. G. McQuilken, President of the Columbia 
Bible College, and to Bishop William Culbertson 
for the suggestions which they made after reading 
over the manuscript; also to Mrs. Evelyn MacFar- 
lane McClusky, founder of the Miracle Book Club, 
for designing the cover page. 

As the booklet has been prepared during this 
brief recess from our conference work and while 
away from libraries, we have not had access to 
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reference books or works which we could read for 
suggestions or with which we could compare our 
thoughts, hence these studies are of necessity 
limited in their scope and thoroughness and are 
practically in the form in which they have been 
given in various conferences. 

May the Spirit of God open the eyes of each 
reader to the riches in the cross of Christ infinitely 
beyond anything which is suggested here. As you 
read these studies, will you remember that every¬ 
thing which God has to say to you is from the 
cross. If you are not a Christian, in the cross and 
what Jesus accomplished there for you lies your 
hope of salvation. If you are a Christian, then 
your hope for victorious living lies in the fact, “I 
have been crucified with Christ.” 


Chambersburg, Pa. 
September, 1937. 


L. L. Legters. 


Jflrrrftom from (Sullt 



“For the preaching of the cross is to them that 
perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved 
it is the power of God. 

For it is written, 1 will destroy the wisdom of 
the wise, and will bring to nothing the under¬ 
standing of the prudent. 

Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where 
is the disputer of this world? hath not God made 
foolish the wisdom of this world? 

For after that in the wisdom of God the world 
by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 

For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek 
after wisdom: 

But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews 
a stumbling block, and unto the Greeks foolishness; 

But unto them which are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom 
of God.” I Corinthians 1:18-24. 
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FREEDOM FROM GUILT 

S ATAN seeks to hold mankind in bondage. The 
Lord Jesus Christ came into this world to 
set men free. The only ground on which 
Satan can stand is known sin in the life of the 
believer. The Lord Jesus frees men by saving them 
from sin; “and thou shalt call his name JESUS: 
for he shall save his people from their sins” (Matt. 
1:21). Men are ignorant that a Person who is able 
to give them freedom has come into the world. 
Satan holds them through their ignorance. Even 
the majority of Christians have never heard that 
He who has freed them from the penalty of their 
sins is able to keep them free from both the con¬ 
sciousness of guilt and the power of sin. Satan 
has brought many of them back into bondage 
through their lack of knowledge. 

The result of sin is guilt, and guilt always brings 
separation. The one who is guilty of a broken law 
always seeks to hide. The consciousness of guilt 
always brings the fear of punishment, the guilty 
man becomes a fugitive, seeking to escape the con¬ 
sequences of the broken law. He lives in constant 
fear of the avenger and the judge who will surely 
condemn his disobedience. Fear and unrest are 
his constant companions, he becomes a haunted 
being seeking to flee from the presence of the one 
against whom the wrong has been done. A man’s 
sin and his consciousness of guilt banishes him 
from the presence of God. It is not necessary for 
God to banish the sinner, the sinner flees from the 
presence of the Holy God. The white light of God’s 
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face reveals the heinousness of sin. He hides from 
the face of God, as all the unredeemed will do in 
the day when the wrath of God shall be manifested. 
“And the kings of the earth, and the great men, 
and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the 
mighty men, and every bondman, and every free 
man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks 
of the mountains; and said to the mountains and 
rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of 
him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lamb” (Rev. 6:15, 16). 

The first thing that is necessary for the freedom 
of the sinner is that the dreadful consequences of 
his guilt be taken away. The conscience must be 
cleansed before there can be fellowship with God. 
Guilt must be effectively dealt with before there 
can be a semblance of freedom. The sinner needs 
more than pardon; that would leave him with his 
guilt. Simple pardon and nothing more cannot re¬ 
move guilt. Any duly constituted authority, as a 
president, a governor, a king, or an emperor, can 
pardon a criminal citizen, but he has no power to 
remove the guilt. He may even restore citizen¬ 
ship, but in order to remove guilt due atonement 
must be made; just punishment for the deed must 
have been measured out before one can be for¬ 
given and the guilt removed. 

The Lord Jesus came into this world to deliver 
men entirely from the power of Satan, and hence 
the first phase of His work was to make a full 
atonement, to fully pay the penalty for the sins 
committed against a Holy God. “Forasmuch then 
as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, 
he also himself likewise took part of the same; 
that through death he might destroy him that had 
the power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver 
them who through fear of death were all their life¬ 
time subject to bondage” (Heb. 2:14, 15). Deliv¬ 
erance could be wrought only as He Himself be- 



Freedom from Guilt 


15 


came the Lamb of God and paid the full penalty of 
sin in His own body. 

The First Sin 

Some time after God had created man and placed 
him in the garden of Eden to tend it and to keep 
it, God said to the man, “Of every tree of the 
garden thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat 
of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou 
shalt surely die” (Gen. 2:16, 17). Later God gave 
a help meet to Adam by forming the woman from 
a rib taken from the man’s body. How long the 
man and the woman lived in the garden before the 
temptation no one knows, but we do know how the 
perfect fellowship with God and the freedom of the 
man was disrupted. The devil, manifesting him¬ 
self to the woman through the body of the serpent 
in order that he might deceive her and through her 
tempt the man, said, “Yea, hath God said, Ye shall 
not eat of every tree of the garden? And the 
woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the 
fruit of the trees of the garden: but of the fruit of 
the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God 
hath said. Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye 
touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto 
the woman, Ye shall not surely die: for God doth 
know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your 
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, 
knowing good and evil” (Gen. 3 :l-5). The woman 
was deceived by Satan. “And when the woman 
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 
was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired 
to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and 
did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; 
and he did eat” (Gen. 3:6). Adam sinned wilfully. 
Before he took of the fruit, he saw standing before 
him a fallen creature. All her glory was gone. He 
saw some of the results of disobedience. Her 
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covering of light and glory was gone, she stood 
before him a fallen woman. With his eyes wide 
open Adam chose to disobey God, to forsake fel¬ 
lowship with God and continue fellowship with the 
woman. It is true that he did not see nor know all 
that it meant, but he chose a creature instead of 
the Creator, a woman in the place of God. “And 
the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew 
that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 
together, and made themselves aprons” (Gen. 3:7). 
Adam became a man who knew he was guilty and 
he did what every son of Adam has done since 
that day—he made a covering for himself and hid 
himself from the eyes of God. In response to the 
first call of God to fallen men, Adam said, “I heard 
thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because 
I was naked; and I hid myself” (Gen. 3:10). Man 
had fallen from his high estate of fellowship with 
God, of full and free intercourse with God, and 
became a creature filled with fear and shame. 

The Visible Results 

First, to the serpent: “And the Lord God said 
unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou 
art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast 
of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust 
shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: and I will 
put enmity between thee and the woman, and be¬ 
tween thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Gen. 
3:14, 15). 

Second, to the woman: “Unto the woman he 
said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy 
conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth 
children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, 
and he shall rule over thee” (Gen. 3:16). 

Third, to the man: “And unto Adam he said, 
because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy 
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wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I com¬ 
manded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: 
Cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt 
thou eat of it all the days of thy life; ... In the 
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou 
return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou 
taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou 
return” (Gen. 3:17, 19). 

Fourth, to the earth: It was cursed and mani¬ 
fested the curse, “Thorns also and thistles shall it 
bring forth to thee” (Gen. 3:18). 

The Less Visible Results 

Adam could see the havoc which his deed had 
brought upon nature about him. He could see his 
nakedness, he felt his fear, he was conscious of his 
guilt, but it took time for him to experience the 
full consequences of the sin. Man is a tripartite 
being. He is made up of body, soul, and spirit. 
With his spirit man is God-conscious, able to have 
fellowship with God who is a spirit. With his soul 
man is world-conscious, able to have intercourse 
with other intelligent beings. With his body he is 
creature-conscious, able to care for his own bodily 
needs. The body is the instrument through which 
the spirit and the soul can communicate with 
others. Death was first manifested in Adam’s 
spirit. He was cut off from God, he hid himself 
from God, he was driven out of God’s garden and 
from fellowship with God. He could no longer see 
the face of God. He was separated from God— 
spiritually dead. The death of his soul was mani¬ 
fested in his mind, his feelings, his affections, his 
desires, his will—all were opposed to God. Finally, 
after 930 years his body died also, and the first 
man returned to dust. He was dead. Death had 
set in the moment he sinned and continued work¬ 
ing until the entire man was dead as the result of 
sin. “For the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). 


18 


Freedom Through the Cross 


The result of Adam’s sin was not limited to him¬ 
self, for it was his sin that brought death of spirit, 
soul, and body to the entire race. “Wherefore, as 
by one man” (Adam) “sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin; and so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned” (Rom. 5:12). None 
of the descendants of that first man can escape 
death. Each of us sinned in our federal head, 
Adam. The entire race was in him when he 
sinned. He chose for the race. As today every 
citizen of America is plunged into debt through the 
representatives in Washington, as the nation’s 
future lies in the men who represent us, so Adam’s 
choice involved every member of the human race. 
Death for all was the result, the wages of Adam’s 
sin. The good die, so do the bad; the old die, so 
do the babes; men die, so do the women, for all 
sinned in Adam. Today death is manifested in 
every part of man. The spirit was meant to 
dominate and rule the body through the soul, but 
sin changed the entire man. Generally the body 
is king, the soul is subservient to the flesh, and 
the spirit is utterly ignored. All unregenerated 
men are living to satisfy their physical or mental 
being and are spiritually dead—separated from 
God who is life. 

Every human being is conscious of wrongness; 
though he may not know what is wrong. He is 
conscious of being out of harmony with his en¬ 
vironment. Man naturally finds every man’s 
hand against him, and in turn his hand is against 
every man. Today this is intensified—nations are 
against nations in a new way; labor and capital 
stand with swords drawn against each other; 
those in authority, under the guise of benefitting 
humanity, are seeking power for themselves and 
are willing to enslave others. Death in every form 
is staring us in the face. God tells us just what 
lies at the bottom of it all. “And you . . . who 
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were dead in trespasses and sins: wherein in time 
past ye walked according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the power of the 
air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of 
disobedience” (Eph. 2:1, 2). 

We who have been born again were and the men 
of the world are spiritually alienated from the life 
of God. “This I say therefore, and testify in the 
Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles 
walk, in the vanity of their mind, having the 
understanding darkened, being alienated from the 
life of God through the ignorance that is in them, 
because of the blindness of their heart: who being 
past feeling have given themselves over unto las¬ 
civiousness, to work all uncleanness with greedi¬ 
ness” (Eph. 4:17-19). This is death of the entire 
man, separated from God, living in things that are 
opposed to God, giving one’s self to the things that 
are contrary to the nature of God. Men are guilty, 
they are conscious of their guilt. They seek 
through every possible means to still their fears. 
They seek through pleasure, through honor, 
through work, to forget or hide the guilt, but every 
person is at sometime keenly conscious of being a 
guilty man, a fugitive from justice. 

Jesus Paid the Penalty of Our Guilt 

The Lord Jesus Christ, who had never sinned, 
who had never committed a crime, “who knew no 
sin” (II Cor. 5:21), was nailed to the cross as a 
malefactor. “And he bearing his cross went forth 
into a place called the place of a skull, . . . where 
they crucified him, and two others with him, on 
either side one, and Jesus in the midst” (John 
19:17, 18). Pilate had found no fault in Him. 
Herod could find no charge to lay against Him. 
The rulers of the Jews because of jealousy accused 
Him falsely and demanded His crucifixion. “And 
Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they re- 
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quired. And he released unto them him that for 
sedition and murder was cast into prison, whom 
they had desired; but he delivered Jesus to their 
will” (Luke 23:24, 25). He actually died in the 
place of a murderer and as a murderer. But in 
reality it was because Jehovah laid on him the 
iniquity of us all. He was nailed there for crimes 
He had never committed; He was crucified for the 
sins of others. He bore our guilt. He paid the full 
penalty of what we had done. “But he was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed 
. . . He was taken from prison and from judg¬ 
ment: and who shall declare his generation? for 
he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the 
transgression of my people was he stricken” 
(Isa. 53:5, 8). It was a personal matter, He paid 
the penalty, the full penalty of my sins. Jesus 
bore my guilt. It was a personal matter, for the 
transgression of mg people was He stricken. He 
hung on the cross as the guilty one in order that 
the wounds of our guilt might be healed. 

The Payment Was Complete 

The penalty of our sin was death of body, soul, 
and spirit. The Lord Jesus made a full payment 
of our penalty by death of each part of His being. 
He died as to His body. “And it was about the 
sixth hour, and there was a darkness over all the 
earth until the ninth hour. And the sun was 
darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in 
the midst. And when Jesus had cried with a loud 
voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend 
my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the 
ghost” (Luke 23:44-46). He actually died physic¬ 
ally. During the hours in the garden He poured 
out His soul unto death. “And he took with him 
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to 
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be sorrowful and very heavy. Then said he unto 
them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto 
death: tarry ye here, and watch w 7 ith me” (Matt. 
26:37, 38). “And being in an agony he prayed 
more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were 
great drops of blood falling down to the ground” 
(Luke 22:44). But the deepest suffering for the 
penalty of our sins was when God forsook Him, 
when He was separated from God. “And about the 
ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, 
Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, 
my God, why has thou forsaken me?” (Matt. 27:46). 
He was forsaken of God. He tasted the pangs of the 
damned. He became a curse for us. He paid the 
full measure of the penalty, for He wiped out our 
guilt by the death of His body, soul, and spirit. 
God will never punish us nor our children for one 
sin of ours. He bore the full punishment so that 
God should not visit our sins upon our children. 
Praise the Lord, Oh my soul! 


The Blood Frees from Guilt 

This complete payment of our penalty which the 
Lord Jesus made in His body, soul, and spirit is 
represented by His blood, for “without shedding 
of blood is no remission” (Heb. 9:22). His blood 
frees us from our guilt. “We have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, accord¬ 
ing to the riches of his grace” (Eph. 1:7). The 
Greek word which is used for redemption in this 
instance means “a release effected by the payment 
of a ransom.” Jesus Himself told us that this was 
the purpose of His coming. “Even as the Son of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but to minis¬ 
ter, and to give his life a ransom for many” (Matt. 
20:28). He died to set us free. We were held in 
the bondage of sin, and the consciousness of our 
guilt made us the more submissive to our bond- 
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age. We were held captive in our sins. He set us 
free by giving His life as a ransom price. 

Another Greek word that is translated redeemed 
means “to buy in the market place, to set free 
by purchase.” “And they sung a new song, 
saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to 
open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and 
hast redeemed” (freed by paying down the pur¬ 
chase price) “us to God by thy blood out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation” 
(Rev. 5:9). “For ye are bought with a price: 
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your 
spirit, which are God’s” (I Cor. 6:20). He set us 
free by paying down the ransom price. The last 
time we were in Mexico we were asked to purchase 
a Texcoco blanket for a friend. The kind which 
we wanted was hard to find, and it was with 
difficulty that we succeeded in finding one. The 
price asked was too high, but the seller really did 
not expect that I would be so foolish as to pay his 
first figure. After a time I laid down the amount 
of money which I was willing to pay for that 
blanket. At last the man reached down and lifted 
up the price which I had laid down, and I carried 
away the blanket. Christ Jesus paid down to God 
the price for my life. Then God reached down 
into the grave and lifted up the price paid down, 
the Lord Jesus Himself, and set Him at His own 
right hand. You ask me how I know that His life 
was accepted as a ransom? Because God raised 
Him from the dead, He is alive today and is seated 
at the Father’s right hand. Simon Greanleaf, the 
great legal writer on the subject of Evidence in a 
work, “The Testimony of the Evangelists,” makes 
observations which well justify the remark that 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ is one of the best 
attested facts in history. We know this great fact 
not only from testimony of those who saw Him, 
but because He has sent His Spirit into the world 
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and into our own lives. Our bodies are the temples 
of the Holy Spirit (I Cor. 6:19). 

The question is asked, How could the life of one 
person be equal to the lives of all the world? 
During the Civil war, when men of equal birth and 
equal rights were fighting, there was the following 
scale for the exchange of prisoners of war, accord¬ 
ing to General Orders, No. 142, dated September 
25, 1862: 

Prisoners to be exchanged man for man and 
officer for officer. 

Men and officers of lower grades may be ex¬ 
changed for officers of a higher grade, and men 
and officers of different services may be exchanged 
according to the following scale of equivalents: 

A General commanding in chief or an Admiral 
shall be exchanged for officers of equal rank or for 
sixty privates or common seamen. 

A Flag Officer or Major General shall be ex¬ 
changed for officers of equal rank or for forty 
privates or common seamen. 

A Commodore carrying a broad pennant or a 
Brigadier General shall be exchanged for officers 
of equal rank or twenty privates or common sea¬ 
men. 

A Captain in the Navy or a Colonel shall be ex¬ 
changed for officers of equal rank or for fifteen 
privates or common seamen. 

A Lieutenant Colonel or a Commander in the 
Navy shall be exchanged for officers of equal rank 
or for ten privates or common seamen. 

A Lieutenant Commander or a Major shall be ex¬ 
changed for officers of equal rank or eight privates 
or common seamen. 

A Lieutenant or a Master in the Navy or a Captain 
in the Army or Marines shall be exchanged for 
officers of equal rank or six privates or common 
seamen. 

Master’s Mates in the Navy or Lieutenants and 
Ensigns in the Army shall be exchanged for officers 
of equal rank or four privates or common seamen. 

Midshipmen, Warrant Officers in the Navy, Mas¬ 
ters of merchant vessels, and Commanders of priva¬ 
teers shall he exchanged for Officers of equal rank 
or three privates or common seamen. 

Second Captains, Lieutenants, or Mates, of mer¬ 
chant vessels or privateers, and all petty officers in 
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the Navy and all non-commissioned officers in the 
Army or Marines, shall be severally exchanged for 
persons of equal rank or for two privates or com¬ 
mon seamen; and private soldiers or common sea¬ 
men shall be exchanged for each other man for man. 

In the war men, who in ordinary walks of life 
were equal, were counted of greater value than 
their fellows because of the rank they held in the 
army. In the great struggle for the freedom of 
men from the dominion of sin and the bondage of 
Satan, the Son of God ranks higher and is of more 
value than all the men of the world, for He is “the 
blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords” (I Tim. 6:15). He and He only 
could give His life a ransom, a purchase price paid 
down, for you and for me, because He is God. 

This Freedom Is Eternal 

It is not necessary that Christ Jesus should give 
His life again or that He should suffer again. And 
no one can add anything to that payment. “Christ 
being come an high priest of good things to come, 
by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made 
with hands, that is to say, not of this building; 
neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his 
own blood he entered in once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption ” (Heb. 
9:11, 12). “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanseth us from all sin” (I John 1:7). His blood 
is eternally efficatious. It pleads for mercy. His 
blood avails for every sin today and will while 
time endures. 

Because God raised the price to His own right 
hand and because the blood once poured out is 
eternally efficatious, God is able today to declare 
not guilty the man who is willing to accept the 
ransom which Christ Jesus paid for him on the 
cross. Suppose that two young men were caught 
in the act of robbing a jewelry store. They were 
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taken in the very act, they had on their persons 
some of the things stolen in the store. When 
they were arrested, they were taken to the jail and 
lodged there for the night. In the morning they 
were taken before the judge. The police brought 
against them the charge of breaking into the store 
and showed as evidence the things which they had 
stolen. The people who had called the police 
appeared as witnesses against the lads. They were 
guilty, condemned to pay $200.00 fine or to be 
sent to prison for two years. They were unable 
to pay the fine, so were sent to jail. Two days 
later a friend of the young men came to the judge 
and said, “I hear that two friends of mine are in 
prison, what is the cause?” The judge explained 
the reason. Whereupon the friend said, If I 
pay the fine, will you set them free?” The judge 
replied, “Yes, if they will accept your gift.” The 
fine was paid and the boys were called. The judge 
made the statement that the fine was paid and 
asked whether they would accept it. The one re¬ 
plied, “I am guilty, I broke into the store, but I 
accept the gift.” ~ The judge set him free. He 
turned to the other man and said, “And you, will 
you accept it also?” The youth replied, “No, I 
would die in prison before I accepted it.” What 
could the judge do? Only one thing—send him 
back to prison. God had said, “Behold, all souls 
are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the 
soul of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it 
shall die” (Ezek. 18:4). The Lord Jesus Christ 
paid down the price for our freedom, and today 
God as a judge sets free each one who accepts the 
gift. 

Will you, the guilty one, accept at the hand of 
God what His beloved Son has done for you? He 
paid the price, and there is only one thing left for 
you to do—accept at His hand the offer of freedom 
from guilt and from all punishment. 
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OUTLINE OF CHAPTER I 
Introduction. 

1. Guilt is the result of sin. 

2. Consciousness of guilt separates men from 

God—Rev. 6:15, 16. 

3. Satan holds men in bondage through their 

consciousness of guilt. 

4. Christ Jesus came to free men from Satan’s 

bondage—Heb. 2:14, 15. 

I The first sin. 

1. God’s first command—Gen. 2:16, 17. 

2. Satan’s deception of the woman—Gen. 

3:l-6a. 

3. Adam’s transgression—Gen. 3:6b. 

4. Their consciousness of guilt—Gen. 3:7, 10. 

II The visible results. 

1. To the serpent—Gen. 3:14, 15. 

2. To the woman—Gen. 3:16. 

3. To the man—Gen. 3:17, 19. 

4. To the earth—Gen. 3:18. 

III The less visible results. 

1. Death to Adam—spirit, soul, and body. 

a. “The wages of sin is death”—Rom. 6:23. 

2. Death to the race—spirit, soul, and body. 

a. “And so death passed upon all men”— 

Rom. 5:12. 

b. “You . . . who were dead in your tres¬ 

passes and sins”—Eph. 2:1, 2. 

c. “Being alienated from the life of God”— 

Eph. 4:17-19. 
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IV Jesus paid the penalty of our guilt. 

1. He knew no sin—II Cor. 5 :21. 

2. He was crucified as a malefactor—John 

19:17, 18; Luke 23:24, 25. 

3. He was wounded for our transgressions— 

Isa. 53:5, 8. 

V The payment was complete. 

1. In body—Luke 23:44-46. 

2. In soul—Matt. 26:37, 38; Luke 22:44. 

3. In spirit—Matt. 27 :46. 

VI His blood frees us from guilt. 

1. “Without shedding of blood is no remission’’ 

—Heb. 9:22. 

2. “We have our redemption” (a release by the 

payment of a ransom) “through his 
blood”—Eph. 1:7. 

3. “The Son of man came ... to give his life a 

ransom”—Matt. 20:28. 

4. “Thou . . . hast redeemed” (freed by paying 

down the purchase price) “us to God by 
thy blood”—Rev. 5:9. 

5. “Ye are bought with a price”—I Cor. 6:20. 

6. The Holy Spirit lives in our bodies—I Cor. 

6:19. 

VII This freedom is eternal. 

1. “By his own blood he . . . obtained eternal 
redemption”—Heb. 9:11, 12; I John 1:7. 


frcm #tn 


“My sin — oh, the bliss of this glorious thought — 
My sin—not in part but the whole, 

Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more; 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul.” 

H. G. Spafford. 
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O N the day of atonement two goats were 
brought before the high priest. After kill¬ 
ing the one, he took the blood within the 
veil and sprinkled it upon the mercy-seat to make 
atonement, because of the sins of the children of 
Israel. The second goat was presented alive, and 
upon its head the high priest confessed all the 
iniquities and transgressions and sins of the 
people. It was then led away as the scape-goat 
into the wilderness, carrying all the sins of the 
people into an uninhabited place, so that no one 
could see nor remember them forever. “And 
Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of 
the live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities 
of the children of Israel, and all their transgres¬ 
sions in all their sins, putting them upon the head 
of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand 
of a fit man into the wilderness: and the goat shall 
bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not 
inhabited: and he shall let go the goat in the 
wilderness” (Lev. 16:21, 22). In the last study we 
saw that the Lord Jesus fulfilled the type of the 
first goat when He paid the penalty of our sins by 
dying in our place, and then as our High Priest “by 
his own blood he entered once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption”—eternal 
freedom from guilt. The Lord Jesus also fulfilled 
the type of the scape-goat, because He not only 
shed His blood to cleanse from guilt, but also 
carried all of our transgressions and sins and 
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iniquities in His body on the cross that we might 
be freed from our sins. 

God’s Purpose—To Free His People 
from Their Sins 

It is evident not only in the types of Israel’s 
ceremonial law, but also in the Psalms and the 
Prophets that God’s purpose is to free His people 
from their sins. How many times we have had no 
words of our own with which to praise the Lord, 
and have exclaimed in the familiar words of 
David: “Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that 
is within me, bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, 
O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: Who 
forgiveth all thine iniquities” (Psa. 103:1-3). 

The first one of all the benefits which the psalm¬ 
ist recounts is that the Lord forgives iniquity. 
Later on in the same Psalm he indicates the im¬ 
measurable extent to which we have been freed 
from our transgressions: “As far as the east is 
from the west, so far hath he removed our trans¬ 
gressions from us” (Psa. 103:12). He did not 
say, “as far as the north is from the south,” be¬ 
cause the north and south are not only directions, 
but exact locations. The distance from the north 
pole to the south pole can be measured, and the 
equator is the middle line between them. East 
and west are only directions and not locations, 
hence the distance between them cannot be 
measured, and there is no middle point between 
them. A point has arbitrarily been set in order to 
indicate east and west longitude, but one could 
go west and return to the very spot from which 
he started without having gone east. “So far” (an 
indeterminable distance) “hath he removed our 
transgressions from us.” 

After Isaiah had had his vision of the Lord and 
confessed his own uncleanness, one of the seraphim 
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flew to him with a live coal which he had taken 
with the tongs from off the altar and, laying it 
upon his mouth, said, “Lo, this hath touched thy 
lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin 
purged” (Isa. 6:7). Later the prophet testified 
of the freedom from sin which God had wrought 
for him: “Thou hast in love to my soul delivered 
it from the pit of corruption: for thou hast cast 
all my sins behind thy back” (Isa. 38:17). In the 
New Testament we read: “Every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights, with whom is no vari¬ 
ableness, neither shadow of turning” (James 1:17). 
God does not change His mind, He does not turn 
back, our sins are behind His back forever. At 
another time God, speaking through the prophet 
to Israel, said: “I have blotted out, as a thick 
cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy 
sins” (Isa. 44:22). Many people think that 
“blotted out” has the same meaning as when one 
uses a piece of absorbent paper to take up (blot 
out) excess ink, leaving all the writing. The true 
meaning of this verse was perfectly illustrated to 
us one day while driving from Mexico City toward 
the two snow-capped volcanoes. A thick blanket 
of cloud hung low in the valley so that no part of 
the mountains could be seen. Just as we reached 
the point on the highway nearest Ixtaccihautl, “the 
White Woman,” the cloud vanished in a moment, 
revealing the glistening beauty of the snowy form 
of a sleeping woman against the deep blue of the 
cloudless sky. 

When Micah was burdened because of Israel’s 
moral corruption, he was reminded of Jehovah’s 
former mercies and cried out, “Who is a God like 
unto thee . . . ? He will turn again, he will have 
compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; 
and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of 
the sea” (Micah 7:18, 19). A minister is reported 
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to have quoted this verse in a sermon, omitting 
the word “depths.” After the service his little girl 
protested because he had not said, “the depths of 
the sea.” The father replied, “Well, what of it?” 
Whereupon the child exclaimed, “But, Daddy, if 
He had only put them into the sea, the first storm 
would wash all of them out upon the shore where 
every one could see them.” God said, “into the 
depths of the sea.” The United States Geodetic 
Survey found one valley in the sea floor off the 
coast of Japan more than seven miles deep. With 
the strongest diving bell a man cannot go down 
into the water for even fifteen hundred feet, be¬ 
cause the pressure of the water would crush him. 
Our sins are completely separated from us, and 
today God seeks to separate us from our sins which 
is a vastly different matter, because it involves our 
consent. In all of the verses quoted above God is 
speaking not of guilt or punishment as a result 
of sin, but of the transgressions, the sins, the 
iniquities themselves. With reference to these He 
says that He forgives, removes from us as far as 
the east is from the west, takes away, casts behind 
His back, blots out, and casts into the depths of the 
sea. All of these expressions indicate that it is 
His purpose to free us from our sins. 


Three Classes of Sins 

The verses which have already been quoted in¬ 
dicate that there are three classes of sins. All of 
these are mentioned, as well as God’s method of 
dealing with each, in the first two verses of the 
thirty-second Psalm. “Blessed is he whose trans¬ 
gression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed 
is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not 
iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile” 
(Psa. 32:1, 2). 
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Transgression 

It is true that every wrong thought, every mis¬ 
deed is sin, but God uses three words to reveal to 
us different phases of sin. It must be remembered 
that all sin, every form of sin is sin, but sin is mani¬ 
fested in three general ways. The first class of sins 
referred to is transgression. It is the type of sin 
which has an unconcealed outward manifestation, 
openly doing a thing which God has commanded 
should not be done. In this class are included such 
sins as: rebellion, lawlessness, trespass, stubborn¬ 
ness, wilfulness, self-will, self-determination, sel¬ 
fishness, self-seeking, self-exaltation, anger, and 
sins of like complexion. This type of sin reveals 
man as an outlaw, a rebel, a bolshevist, he is an 
enemy of God. The sin is not only in what he does, 
but in what he is. 


Sin 

The word “sin” as used in this verse has the 
specific meaning of “failure.” In this class or phase 
of sin are included error, mistakes, misunder¬ 
standing, inaccuracy, and other sins which spring 
from infirmity, ignorance, and weakness. The 
word carries with it the thought of missing the 
mark, coming short, not reaching up to God’s 
standard; but it must be remembered that when 
the mark is missed something else is hit, some¬ 
thing actual has been done; one not only fails to 
do the will of God, but actually does something 
utterly contrary to the will of God. While the first 
type of sin reveals man as a rebel, this one reveals 
him as an utter failure unable to do what God 
would have or what is right. 

Iniquity 

The third word is “iniquity,” meaning “crooked¬ 
ness.” This has to do with the very warp of man’s 
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nature which causes him to do things that are 
wrong. Things that are wrong are twisted away 
from right or straight. Included in this group are 
sins such as: pride, lying, stealing, dishonesty, 
deceit, unbelief. Everything that is crooked or 
underhanded is included in iniquity. Transgres¬ 
sion reveals man as a rebel; sin, a failure; and 
iniquity, a crook. By nature man is a rebel, a 
failure, and a crook. He is bad from the inside 
out, the very warp of his nature makes him hope¬ 
less in himself. It is impossible for any good 
thing to come from such a source. The only thing 
that can possibly come from it is evil continually. 
Death is the only end for such a being as man is 
by nature. 

God's Method of Freeing from Sin 
Transgression Is Forgiven 

“Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven.” 
The Hebrew word for forgiveness means to lift up 
and carry away. I take this chair, lift it up, and 
carry it away; I remove it. That is exactly what 
God was picturing and teaching with the scape¬ 
goat. The transgressions of the people were con¬ 
fessed upon the head of the goat, and he bore them 
away into the wilderness. Before the birth of 
Jesus, the angel announced to Joseph, “Fear not 
to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is 
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she 
shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his 
name JESUS: for he shall save his people from 
their sins” (Matt. 1:20, 21). The day after John 
had baptized Jesus, at the place and in the same 
water where he had baptized the people for the 
remission of their sins, he said, “Behold the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sin of the world” 
(John 1:29). Jesus was the One who was to take 
away the sin of the world. He was the One who 
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was to save His people, to separate them from their 
sins. 

Many of us have bent over the form of a loved 
one who lay sick, burning up with fever, and in 
heart agony have cried out, “Oh God! let me be 
sick in this one’s place!” It was impossible for 
us, much though we so desired, to take the sick¬ 
ness of the loved one into our bodies, but the Lord 
Jesus did just that with our transgressions. It is 
not for man to take the sufferings of others, but 
Jesus, the God-man, took our sins into His own 
body. “Who his own self bare our sins in his own 
body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes 
ye were healed” (I Peter 2:24). The only way 
by which there could be healing from the power of 
sin, the only way by which we could ever live to 
please God was as the Lord Jesus took our sins 
from us into His own body on the tree. There 
God put our sins upon Him. There He became a 
curse for us. He not only voluntarily took our 
sins in His body, but the Godhead united in the 
matter of Jesus’ becoming the scape-goat. “So 
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; 
and unto them that look for him shall he appear 
the second time without sin unto salvation” (Heb. 
9:28). He bore our sins not only on the cross, 
but to the cross in order that we might be freed 
from transgression. 

Sin Is Covered 

“Blessed is he . . . whose sin is covered.” It is 
the natural tendency of man to cover every short¬ 
coming, every failure, every lack of success, every 
deficiency, every neglect, every omission. No one 
ever parades his failures before others; the first 
thought is to hide, to conceal, to cover. This is 
the result of the crookedness of our nature, we de¬ 
side to appear before others better than we really 
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are. God says, “He that covereth his sins shall not 
prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them 
shall have mercy” (Prov. 28:13). There is no 
happiness for the man who covers his sins, but 
thrice happy that man whose sins God has covered. 
In Old Testament times God’s provision was that 
sin should be covered with the blood of bulls and 
goats, waiting for the day when the blood of THE 
LAMB would he poured out. Since the Lord Jesus 
died on the cross, sins are no longer covered, they 
are washed away by the blood of Christ. “For if 
the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of 
an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the 
purifying of the flesh: how much more shall the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
offered himself without spot to God, purge your 
conscience from dead works to serve the living 
God?” (Heb. 9:13, 14). “And from Jesus Christ, 
who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten 
of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the 
earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood ... to him be glory 
and dominion forever and ever. Amen” (Rev. 
1:5, 6). “If we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship one with another, and 
the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us 
from all sin” (I John 1:7). The blood of Christ 
purges our conscience, washes us from sins, 
cleanseth from sin—truly freedom from sin. 

“What can wash away my stain? 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 

What can make me whole again? 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

“Oh, precious is the flow 

That makes me white as snow; 

No other fount I know 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus.” 
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“Blessed is the man to whom the Lord imputeth 
not iniquity.” To impute is to set to one’s account, 
to charge to one, to attribute to one, to ascribe to 
one, to reckon to the account of one as in the case 
of a debt or some deed, whether good or had. 
Happy is the man to whose account God reckons 
no iniquity, because another, the Lord Jesus, fully 
settled the account by the laying down of His life. 
“And the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of 
us all.” “He shall see of the travail of his soul, 
and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my 
righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear 
their iniquities” (Isa. 53:6, 11). 

It is manifest that the same deeds cannot be 
charged to two different persons when only one 
did them, and God charged all of our iniquities 
to the account of His Son who paid for them in full. 
Because the Lord Jesus bore all of our lawlessness 
and failure and crookedness, every kind of sin, God 
tells us that He will never, in time nor in eternity, 
set to the believer’s account any of his iniquities. 
On the other hand He says, “And their sins and 
iniquities will I remember no more” (Heb. 10:17). 
We are freed indeed from our iniquities when even 
God does not remember them. His purpose in pay¬ 
ing the ransom was not only to clear the bad 
works from the debit side of the ledger, but also 
to enable us to have good works on the credit side. 
“Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem” 
(release by paying a ransom) “us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works” (Titus 2:14). One object in 
freeing us from iniquity was that there might be 
lives from which should flow the things which are 
pleasing to God. It was not only that we might 
have something placed to our own credit, but that 
the Lord Jesus might have the fruit of His passion. 
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In the New Testament the words for transgres¬ 
sion and iniquity are never found attributed to a 
son of God. When they are used, it is with refer¬ 
ence to the past, as for instance: “And you hath 
he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins: wherein in time past ye walked according 
to the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that 
now worketh in the children of disobedience” 
(Eph. 2:1, 2). “For as ye have yielded your mem¬ 
bers servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto 
iniquity; even so now yield your members servants 
to righteousness unto holiness” (Rom. 6:19). Not 
any one of us has ever apprehended all that Christ 
accomplished on the cross in regard to our trans¬ 
gression, sin, and iniquity, nor all that God means 
by the words which we have been studying. If 
men did apprehend this, there would be a receiving 
of life and a freedom such as we do not see today. 
Many have limited the work of Christ on the cross 
to a means of escape from punishment, thus drag¬ 
ging down what the priceless Lamb of God accom¬ 
plished for us to a fire escape or a fire insurance 
policy. Jesus actually solved the sin problem for 
all of mankind who will receive Him. Will you 
not study the inexhaustible treasures contained in 
the words, “It is finished.” Meditate on it. Thank 
God, though you do not understand the full mean¬ 
ing, that your sin problem was solved on the cross. 

The Wag into Freedom 

Imagine yourself in a court house. A court 
house is a building which is set aside for the pur¬ 
pose of deciding the innocence or guilt of persons 
who are accused of crimes. In the case of trial by 
judge, the only thing which the judge can do is to 
find the prisoner innocent or guilty of the crime 
as charged. He cannot find him both innocent and 
guilty. If the prisoner is guilty, he is sentenced 
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and must be punished. If he is found innocent, he 
is declared by the judge as not guilty or, in other 
words, he is justified by the judge. Imagine your¬ 
self a prisoner sitting in the prisoner’s chair and 
being tried for some crime. Here to your right 
are all of the witnesses against you. The judge 
hears them all, he listens to every word they say 
as they inform him of the personal knowledge they 
have of the deed which you committed. To the 
left sit all of the witnesses for you. They in turn 
testify as to what they know about the matter. 
The result of the case is that the judge finds you 
not guilty. In open court to all of the witnesses, 
for and against you, to all of the spectators, to all 
the world, he proclaims the fact that you are not 
guilty of the crime as charged. You are justified 
before the eyes of the law and you are freed. You 
can never be brought to trial again for that crime, 
as you have once stood in jeopardy of your life 
for it. 

Change the scene. You are still in the court 
house, but no man is in the judge’s seat; God Him¬ 
self is the Judge. You are in the prisoner’s chair. 
Before you stand all of the witnesses, thousands 
of them. They are your sins, all rising up to testify 
against you. They are the things which you have 
done—your trespasses, your sins, your iniquities— 
the things which your life has produced. There 
is but one thing which the Holy God can do with 
all of this mass of evidence before Him—declare 
you guilty. Your own heart condemns you also. 
Instead of standing to receive sentence you fall at 
His feet and say, “It is true that these are my sins, 
I have brought every one of them into being, but 
Thou hast said, ‘The LORD hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.’ Thou hast said, ‘Who his own 
self bare our sins in his own body on the tree.’ I 
do believe Thy word, I do believe that Thou hast put 
all of my sins on Jesus and that He shed His blood 
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in my place on the cross.” God, who has pro¬ 
nounced you guilty of the sins, now, because you 
believe His word that Jesus bore your sins in His 
body on the tree, declares you innocent. “Being 
justified freely by his grace through the redemp¬ 
tion” (release because of a price paid down) “that is 
in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 3:24). He does even more 
than that; He takes you out of the prisoner’s chair 
and sets you in the family of His sons. This is 
not because of anything which you have done, but 
because of what His Son Jesus did with your trans¬ 
gressions, your sins, and your iniquities. You be¬ 
come a son of God only because of what Jesus did 
and because you believe that what He did was for 
you. All men must some day face their sins either 
here in this world with God as the Judge and Jesus 
as the Advocate or in a later day when the One 
who now pleads for them will be the Judge. 

The Result 

Will you bear in mind that the place of con¬ 
demnation or judgment is a court house, as we 
read the following verses: “There is therefore now 
no condemnation” (court house) “to them which 
are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1). “Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believ- 
eth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation” (court house); 
“but is passed from death unto life” (John 5:24). 
“He that believeth on him is not condemned” (in 
the court house): “but he that believeth not is con¬ 
demned” (in the court house) “already, because he 
hath not believed in the name of the only be¬ 
gotten Son of God” (John 3:18). The wonderful 
result as far as judgment for sin is concerned is 
that it is all past for us who have been born 
again. We have stood trial, we have had our day 
in the court house and have come out justified, be¬ 
cause our sins were atoned for, borne by another, 
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the Son of the Judge. Some time ago a man who 
was haunted by the crime he had committed went 
to a policeman in a West Virginia town and gave 
himself up. He confessed the crime of killing a 
man and named the man, the place, and the day 
on which the crime was committed. The police 
wired Nashville, Tennessee, where the crime was 
committed, reporting the name of the man being 
held and the crime which he had confessed. Three 
days later they received a reply to the effect that 
another man had been executed for that crime and 
that there was no charge on which the man could 
be held. Another had paid the penalty of that 
crime. The Lord Jesus Christ has paid for all 
the sins of all those who are in Him, so that we 
can never again be brought into the court house. 

Where can be found any being to lay a charge 
against us? “Who shall lay anything to the charge 
of God’s elect?” Where is the man who could 
stand before God and lay a charge against another? 
One day while I was in Mexico an Indian came to 
a judge and demanded that a certain man whom 
he named be forced to pay him five hundred pesos 
which the Indian claimed he owed him. The judge 
questioned the Indian who told him that the man 
had promised him five hundred pesos for killing 
another man. The man had been killed as per the 
agreement, but now the first man refused to pay 
what he had promised. After the judge had gotten 
the name of the man who was killed and all the 
other needed information, he called two police¬ 
men. He ordered one to arrest the Indian and 
place him in prison and the other to go into the 
mountains and bring into his court the man who 
had hired the Indian to do the killing. No man 
whose hands are dripping with blood can lay a 
charge against another. Where is the man who 
could come with clean hands before God to lay 
charges against us? None. Satan might, in fact 
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he does. I can see him as he stands before God 
and accuses you of some sin; he specifies the time 
and place where it was done; he even accuses God 
of being unjust in permitting such as you in His 
presence. Hear God’s reply: “Satan you are mis¬ 
taken. This man here by my side did not do the 
things of which you accuse him. The man who 
did those things had the same name, but that man 
died and this man here is a new man in Christ 
Jesus.” “Who shall lay anything to the charge of 
God’s elect?” God? “It is God that justifieth.” 
God cannot pass judgment upon one or lay a charge 
against one whom He has found not guilty. But 
suppose the impossible, that someone should be 
found to lay a charge, where is there a judge to 
condemn him? “Who is he that condemneth?” 
Christ Jesus? “It is Christ that died, yea rather, 
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand 
of God, who also maketh intercession for us” 
(Rom. 8:33, 34). For those who are in Christ 
Jesus, there is no court house, no prosecuting at¬ 
torney, no judge. For you who read this there is 
but one question. Are you in Christ? Have you 
recognized the fact that Christ Jesus has dealt 
with your sins once for all? Have you bowed be¬ 
fore God, the Judge, and accepted what His Son 
Jesus Christ has done for you? 
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Freedom from Sin 

OUTLINE OF CHAPTER II 
Introduction. 

1. The day of atonement—Lev. 16:5-22. 

a. The first goat killed to make atonement 

for sin—freedom from guilt. 

b. The second goat sent away alive into the 

wilderness bearing the sins of the peo¬ 
ple—freedom from sin. 

I God’s purpose—to free his people from their 

sins. 

1. “Who forgiveth all thine iniquities”—Psa. 

103:1-3. 

2. “As far as the east is from the west, . . . ne 

removed our transgressions from us”— 
Psa. 103:12. 

3. “Thine iniquity is taken away”—Isa. 6:7. 

4. “Thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back” 

—Isa. 38:17. 

5. “I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy 

transgressions”—Isa. 44:22. 

6. “Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths 

of the sea”—Micah 7:18, 19. 

II Three classes of sins—Psa. 32:1, 2. 

1. Transgression—lawlessness, rebellion, self- 

will, etc. 

2. Sin—failure, error, inaccuracy, etc. 

3. Iniquity—unbelief, lying, stealing, etc. 

III God’s method of freeing from sin—Psa. 32: 1,2. 
1. Transgression is forgiven (lifted up and car¬ 
ried away). 

a. “He shall save his people from their sins” 

—Matt. 1:20, 21. 

b. “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 

away the sin of the world”—John 1:29. 

c. “Who his own self bare our sins ... on the 

tree”—I Peter 2:24. 

d. “So Christ was once offered to bear the 

sins of many”—Heb. 9:28. 
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2. Sm was covered according to the Old Testa¬ 

ment, but is washed away according to the 
New Testament. 

a. “How much more shall the blood of Christ 

• • • purge your conscience from dead 
works”—Heb. 9:13, 14. 

b. “Unto him that . . . washed us from our 

sins in his own blood”—Rev. 1:5, 6. 

c. “The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleans- 

eth us from all sin”—I John 1:7. 

3. Iniquity is not imputed. 

a. 1 he Lord hath laid on him the iniquity 

of us all”—Isa. 53:6. 

b. “He shall bear their iniquities”—Isa 
( 53:11. 

c. “Their sins and iniquities will I remember 

no more”—Heb. 10:17. 

d. “Who gave himself for us, that he might 

redeem us from all iniquity”—Titus 
2:14. 

e. In the New Testament transgression and 

iniquity are not attributed to a child of 
God except in connection with his 
former life. See Eph. 2:1, 2; Rom. 6:19. 
IV The way into freedom. 

1. Acknowledge before God as Judge that you 

have sinned. 

2. I hank Him that His Son paid your penalty. 

3. 1 hank Him that He declares you not guilty 

because of the price paid down for your 
release—Rom. 3:24. 

4. Result. 

a. “There is therefore now no condemnation” 

(court house) for you.—Rom. 8:1; John 
5:24; John 3:18. 

b. There is no prosecuting 


attorney 

c. There is no judge 



from Slam 


“Free from the law, oh, happy conditionl 
Jesus hath bled, and there is remission; 

Cursed by the law and bruised by the fall, 
Grace hath redeemed us once for all. 

“Now are we free — there’s no condemnation; 
Jesus provides a perfect salvation: 

‘Come unto me,’ oh, hear His sweet call, 

Come, and He saves us once for all.” 

P. P. Bliss. 
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Ill 


FREEDOM FROM THE LAW 


W E must constantly remember that all that 
God has to say to His family is from the 
standpoint of the cross. In fact every¬ 
thing in both the Old and the New Testaments is 
predicated from this point of view. Everything 
revolves around the thought expressed in Galations 
two-twenty. “I am crucified with Christ: never¬ 
theless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me.” The law with all of its demands, 
as well as my guilt and my sins—my past with 
all that it holds—was dealt with on the cross. The 
cross is the place where the old came to an end 
and where the new began. The life which God 
means the Christian to live can be lived only from 
this beginning. God has nothing to say to us and 
nothing to offer mankind except from the cross. 
The cross is the base from which all of God’s plans 
proceed, it is the platform from which God speaks 
to us, it is the fountain from which all of God’s 
blessings flow. The sermon on the mount was 
preached from the point of view of the cross; 
poor, helpless men who seek to live it on any other 
basis! The inexorable demands of God must be 
met and performed, the holy laws of God must be 
kept, but this is possible only for those who have 
been crucified with Christ and live by His life. 
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Definition of the Word “Law” 

Law is a rule established by custom or authority. 
It is a precept or command. The word law is used 
at least 118 times in Paul’s letters. Of this num¬ 
ber more than 100 occur in Romans and Galations. 


The Law of Moses 

When the word law is used in the Bible, it has 
various meanings. The most common use of the 
word is with reference to the law of God given 
through Moses. In it is expressed the will of God 
concerning different phases of the life of the chil¬ 
dren of Israel. First, there were the moral or 
ethical laws as given in the Ten Commandments. 
All of these were repeated by the Lord Jesus. 

Second, there were the ceremonial laws for 
cleansing, which governed all of their religious life. 
In these ceremonial laws God was picturing to His 
people and teaching them the true meaning of the 
salvation which we have in Christ Jesus. The 
Psalmist said that he meditated in the law of God 
day and night; in it he saw developing and being 
unfolded the marvelous plan of salvation. 

Third, there were the civil laws governing the 
distribution of the land, the manner of inheritance, 
and similar matters. These were the laws of the 
land which they were to observe in order that they 
might live peacably with one another. Neither the 
ceremonial laws nor the civil laws were ever in¬ 
tended to be binding upon the Gentiles. They 
were for the Jews while in the land, for the cere¬ 
monial laws could best be kept only in Palestine 
while they had the Tabernacle or the Temple 
which replaced it. 
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Law in General 

The word law is used in a general sense. “For 
as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged 
by the law; . . . For when the Gentiles, which have 
not the law, do by nature the things contained in 
the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto 
themselves” (Rom. 2:12, 14). “Sin is not imputed 
where there is no law” (Rom. 5:13). 

Law As Christian Teaching 

The word law is also used with reference to 
Christian teachings and rules of life. “Where is 
boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of 
works? Nay: but by the law of faith” (Rom. 3:27). 
“Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the 
law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2). “But whoso looketh 
into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth 
therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a 
doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his 
deed” (James 1:25). “If ye fulfil the royal law 
according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself, ye do well” (James 2:8). All 
of these verses give instruction in Christian living 
and are known as the law of faith, the law of 
Christ, the law of liberty, the law of love or the 
royal law. 

Law As a Force 

The word law is used with reference to a force 
or power which rules or dominates a life. “But I 
see another law in mg members, warring against 
the law of mg mind, and bringing me into cap¬ 
tivity to the law of sin” (Rom. 7:23). Here Paul 
speaks of two forces or laws; one force working in 
his members making them captives of the law of 
another force, sin. A few verses further on he 
refers to two other laws or forces, the law or power 
of the Spirit which over-rides and frees from the 
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lesser power of sin and death. “For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free 
from the law of sin and death” (Rom. 8:2). As 
we look about us we see the law of sin and death 
operating continually, and we are tempted to bow 
before its inexorable power. But there is a higher 
law or power, the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus, which is working in those who are in Christ 
Jesus. 


Law As a Ground for Acceptance before God 

Paul uses the word law also as a ground for 
acceptance before God. As a means of salvation, 
the works of the law are impossible. “Knowing 
that a man is not justified by the works of the law, 
hut by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have be¬ 
lieved in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified 
by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the 
law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be 
justified” (Gal. 2:16). Speaking of his former 
manner of life he said, “Circumcised the eighth 
day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, 
an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, 
a Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the 
church; touching the righteousness which is in the 
law, blameless. But what things were gain to me, 
those I counted loss for Christ . . . that I may win 
Christ, and he found in him, not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which 
is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith” (Phil. 3:5-9). Here 
Paul shows that the law as a means of attaining 
righteousness is also worthless. 

The word law is used in at least these five com¬ 
mon ways in the New Testament. These are the 
only ways that particularly interest us in this 
study on freedom from the law. 
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Methods of Making Laws Inoperative 

All laws can be made powerless or inoperative, 
it is being done every day in every realm of life. 
It is not accomplished by breaking law, that only 
fastens its hold upon us more firmly. Many a law¬ 
breaker thinks that he is above the law and utterly 
disregards it, but the poor dupe is only the more 
enmeshed in its power, which will eventually de¬ 
stroy his very life. 

The first way of making a law inoperative is by 
repealing it. This was done in the case of the 
eighteenth amendment to the Constitution. The 
prohibition law was made absolutely null and void 
and powerless when it was repealed. 

A second way is by passing another law to take 
the place of the first law. Not one word need be 
said about the old law, a new law simply takes its 
place. As for instance when the death penalty is 
carried out by electrocution or the lethal gas 
chamber, the law of the gallows becomes inopera¬ 
tive and need not be mentioned. This is akin to 
the first method. 

A third way is by moving out of the territory 
in which certain laws operate. For instance, they 
have the general sales tax in California. If a 
person does not like the law, he can escape its 
power by moving into some state where they have 
no such law. 

A fourth way is to die. The moment a man dies, 
the laws of the land have no power over him. He 
may have been the greatest law-breaker who ever 
lived, but the moment he dies he passes out of the 
realm of law, out of the power of law. The 
moment a bandit dies, all effort of the law to ap¬ 
prehend him or to punish him is ended. He is free 
from the law of this world. This last is akin to 
the third, moving from under the realm of a law 
to a place where that law is not in force. 
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We Died to the Law 

God tells us that we died to all claims of the law. 
“Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead 
to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should 
be married to another, even to him who is raised 
from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit 
unto God” (Rom. 7:4). 

To what meaning of the law did we die? We 
did not die to the law as an expression of God’s 
good and perfect will. The moral law shows us 
the conduct which is befitting a son of God. We 
did not die to Christian teachings—the law of 
Christ, the royal law, the law of love—for we are 
under law to Christ. We died to law as a requisite 
for favor with God. 

First, we died to the law as a means of salvation. 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the 
Greek” (Rom. 1:16). The word salvation here 
does not mean simply deliverance from punish¬ 
ment, but rather all that the New Testament sets 
forth concerning the things which God has pre¬ 
pared for those that love Him. Scofield says, “The 
Hebrew and Greek words for salvation imply the 
idea of deliverance, safety, preservation, healing, 
and soundness. Salvation is the great inclusive 
word of the Gospel, gathering into itself all re¬ 
demptive acts and processes.” “Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved” (Acts 4:12). “Being justified 
freely by his grace through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus: whom God hath set forth to be a 
propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare 
his righteousness for the remission of sins that are 
past, through the forbearance of God; to declare, 
I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might 
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be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in 
Jesus. Therefore we conclude that a man is justi¬ 
fied by faith without the deeds of the law” (Rom. 
3:24-26, 28). 

Second, we died to the law as a means of attain¬ 
ing righteousness. “But now the righteousness of 
God without the law is manifested, being witnessed 
by the law and the prophets” (Rom. 3:21). “What 
shall we say then that Abraham our father, as per¬ 
taining to the flesh, hath found? For if Abraham 
were justified by works” (keeping law), “he hath 
whereof to glory; but not before God. For what 
saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and 
it” (his faith) “was counted unto him for righteous¬ 
ness. Now to him that worketh is the reward not 
reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that 
worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth 
the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness” 
(Rom. 4:1-5). No law had been given w T hen Abra¬ 
ham was justified, that came four hundred and 
thirty years later. We are in the same position as 
was Abraham when he w 7 as counted righteous by 
God; he, before there was a law given; we, outside 
the law given by God to one class of men. “For 
Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 
every one that believeth” (Rom. 10:4). Any one 
w 7 ho keeps all of the law under which he lives has 
only done that which is expected of him; that 
could never bring him in favor w 7 ith God. The 
breaking of law brings death, but law observance 
does not give life nor does it make for righteous¬ 
ness. 


How Did We Die to the Law? 

We are told that we “are become dead to the law 
by the body of Christ.” He fully kept the law, and 
all the law was fulfilled in Him. At the beginning 
of His ministry He said, “Think not that I am come 
to destroy the law, or the prophets; I am not come 
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to destroy, but to fulfil” (Matt. 5:17). He knew 
the deepest meaning of the law. No one ever 
understood the full meaning or the full require¬ 
ments of the law as he did. <( For I sag unto you, 
That except your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye 
shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, 
Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall 
be in danger of the judgment: hut l say unto you , 
That whosoever is angry with his brother without 
a cause shall be in danger of the judgment” (Matt. 
5:20-22). Toward the end of His ministry, when 
questioned by the lawyers as to the chief point of 
the law, “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and 
great commandment. And the second is like unto 
it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On 
these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets” (Matt. 22:37-40). He who understood 
the deepest meaning of His own words kept this 
law. It had never been kept before and has never 
been since. He fulfilled the moral law. 

The ceremonial law was fulfilled through the 
Lord Jesus as illustrated by his circumcision. 
“And when eight days were accomplished for the 
circumcising of the child, his name was called 
JESUS, which was so named of the angel before 
he was conceived in the womb. And when the 
days of her purification according to the law of 
Moses were accomplished, they brought him to 
Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord” (Luke 
2:21, 22). All of the ceremonial law was kept by 
Him and fulfilled in Him. The entire ceremonial 
law came to an end in the Lord Jesus Christ per¬ 
sonally. 

The Lord Jesus fulfilled the law by being per¬ 
fectly obedient to God. He was willingly obedient, 
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for He came with the express purpose of doing 
God’s will. “Lo, I come (in the volume of the book 
it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God” (Heb. 
10:7). He w 7 as fully obedient, for He said, “He 
that hath sent me is with me: the Father hath not 
left me alone; for I do always those things that 
please him” (John 8:29). Finally, His obedience 
was perfect, because He not only willingly and 
completely did the will of the Father, but every 
detail of His life and work was carried out at God’s 
appointed time. “And it came to pass, when the 
time w T as come that he should be received up, he 
stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem” (Luke 
9:51). God the Father thrice testified to the fact 
that the life of the Lord Jesus was pleasing and 
satisfactory to Him. At the end of His private life, 
just as He was to enter His public ministry, God 
spoke from heaven with audible voice, heard by 
all those who stood by, “This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17). In these 
words God summed up all the life of Jesus Christ, 
His boyhood, His life as a young man, and His 
life as an adult up to thirty years of age. Toward 
the close of His public ministry He was trans¬ 
figured before three of His disciples, and God spoke 
from the excellent glory, saying, “This is ray be¬ 
loved Son: hear him” (Luke 9:35). During the 
last week of His public ministry on earth, just 
after His triumphal entry into Jerusalem, God 
again spake from heaven and said, “I have both 
glorified it” (His name), “and will glorify it again” 
(John 12:28). Three distinct times, at different 
periods of Christ’s ministry, God Himself testified 
to the fact that the entire life of the Lord Jesus 
here upon earth was well pleasing to Him, per¬ 
fectly satisfying to the heart of God the Father. 

Christ not only perfectly understood and obeyed 
the law Himself, but He also took the penalty of 
the broken law into His own body. “But he was 
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wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed 
. . . and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of 
us air 5 (Isa. 53:5, 6). “And when they were come 
to the place, which is called Calvary, there they 
crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the 
right hand, and the other on the left. Then said 
Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what 
they do” (Luke 23:33, 34). “Who his own self 
bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, 
being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: 
by whose stripes ye were healed” (I Peter 2:24). 
The broken law brought upon the offender a 
curse. “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse 
of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a 
tree” (Gal. 3:13). Every possible requirement 
necessary to satisfy the claims of the broken law 
was met by Him personally. 

Laws and rules and regulations always bring 
discord between men, they never bring peace. 
Enmity is aroused, because one person breaks a 
law while another keeps it and breaks some other 
phase of the law. When boundaries are set, a 
watchful eye is kept lest someone overstep that 
line and trample upon the rights or supposed rights 
of others, as witness the guarding of boundaries 
between countries and peoples. The Lord Jesus 
removed the law as a divisive element between 
men. “Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, 
even the law of commandments contained in 
ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one 
new man, so making peace” (Eph. 2:15). “Blot¬ 
ting out the handwriting of ordinances that was 
against us, which w 7 as contrary to us, and took it 
out of the way, nailing it to his cross” (Col. 2:14). 
All the laws that separated, all the ordinances that 
put one to the disadvantage of the other He took 
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out of the way. He abolished them in His flesh on 
the cross. 

At the end of His earthly life, when every cere¬ 
monial law, every thing spoken concerning Him, 
every possible obligation to God, every require¬ 
ment of the broken law had been fulfilled, He said, 
“It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave 
up the ghost” (His Spirit) (John 19:30). 

When Christ Jesus was slain, I died with Him. 
“I am crucified with Christ” (Gal. 2:20). Death 
dissolves all legal relationships. Whatever power 
or whatever hold the law may have had on us was 
dissolved when we were crucified with Christ. 
“Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead 
to the law by the body of Christ” (Rom. 7:4). 
Every possible legal claim was ended. We were 
slain to the law. The law did not die to ns, we 
were slain to it. When Christ Jesus was slain on 
the cross, we were slain. We passed out of the 
realm of law as a requisite for favor with God. 

All the claims of the law for righteousness have 
been fulfilled, all the claims of the broken law have 
been met. Every law and requirement has been 
fully obeyed by Christ, our federal Head. Our old 
man which was subject to every requirement of 
the law died. “Knowing this, that our old man is 
crucified with him, that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve 
sin” (Rom. 6:6). The old man whose life was 
prescribed by law died. We have passed out from 
the dominion of law. 

We have become subjects of another kingdom, 
for God “hath delivered us from the power of 
darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom 
of his dear Son” (Col. 1:13). We are now citizens 
of the heavenly kingdom, “for our citizenship is in 
heaven” (Phik 3:20, R. V.) and we are under the 
laws of that kingdom. When people from other 
countries come to America and become citizens, 
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they are immediately freed from the laws of the 
land from which they came and become subject 
to the laws of this land and have all the privileges 
of this country. We are now no longer ruled by 
the power of darkness and the power of sin, “For 
sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are 
not under the law, but under grace” (Rom. 6:14). 
We are now completely removed from the sphere 
of the old law which said, “Do and live,” and are 
under the new law which says, “Trust and live.” 

Why Did We Die to the Law? 

The purpose of our becoming dead to the law 
was two-fold according to the theme verse of this 
study: “Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are be¬ 
come dead to the law by the body of Christ; that 
ye should be married to another, even to him who 
is raised from the dead, that we should bring 
forth fruit unto God” (Rom. 7:4). The first pur¬ 
pose was that we should be married to another. 
God has united us to His own Son. “But of him 
are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto 
us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, 
and redemption” (I Cor. 1:30). For all of our 
lives we had been bound to our old husband, the 
law, who abused us and held us in bondage, who 
gave us neither peace nor rest, who constantly ac¬ 
cused us of every kind of wrong doing, who held 
us in constant fear, under whose oppression there 
could be no joyful life. We were slain to the law, 
our old husband, that we might be united to an¬ 
other the Lord Jesus Christ, God’s beloved Son. 
Let us always bear in mind that the law did not 
die to us. The law is as much alive as it ever was, 
and any one who chooses to live under the law 
may do so. The law is far from being a dead 
matter, but “our old man,” upon whom the law 
was imposed, died with Christ, and we are free to 
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live in conscious union with Christ with whom we 
were raised and seated in the heavenlies. 

United with the old husband our life was in 
bondage, our service was forced, we were never 
able to do what we really wanted to do. ‘‘But now 
we are delivered from the law, that being dead 
wherein we were held; that we should serve in 
newness of spirit, not in the oldness of the letter” 
(Rom. 7:6). Married to the new husband our ser¬ 
vice can be spontaneous, the outflowing of a grate¬ 
ful heart. For the first time in our lives we are 
able to do what we actually want to do and to do 
things because we desire to do them, not because 
we must do them. Glorious freedom! 

The old husband was constantly demanding 
things which were right, but things which we were 
not able to do. Now being married to Christ Jesus 
who gives us His life, we are amply able to do what 
God would have us do. “For what the law could 
not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, 
and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that the 
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” 
(Rom. 8:3, 4). His purpose was not that we 
should be lawless as some think, but that we 
should be under law to Christ, the law of the new 
husband. “Being not without law to God, but 
under the law to Christ” (I Cor. 9:21). We are 
now able to live in a new obedience such as we 
have never known, obedient daily to the law of 
love which binds us to the living Lord. By being 
united to the Lord, all of the righteous demands 
which the old husband made are easily fulfilled. 
“For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in 
this; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” 
(Gal. 5:14). “Bear ye one another’s burdens, and 
so fulfil the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2). We now 
live by the very life of Him to whom we are married, 
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He gives us His overflowing life. “I am come that 
they might have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly” (John 10:10). 

The second purpose was that we should bring 
forth fruit unto God. God has been seeking for 
fruit, but in the natural life of men there can be 
no fruit, nothing but the works of the flesh which 
are evil continually. The natural result of union 
is fruit, and so God united us to His Son that we 
might be “filled with the fruits of righteousness, 
which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and 
praise of God” (Phil. 1:11). There are three kinds 
of fruit which the Father desires from every one 
of His children. (1) The fruit of the lips. “By 
him” (to whom we are married) “therefore let us 
offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that 
is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name” 
(Heb. 13:15). (2) The fruit of the Spirit. “But 

the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuf- 
fering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tem¬ 
perance: against such there is no law T ” (Gal. 
5:22, 23). (3) The fruit of life. “I am the vine, 

ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I 
in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for 
without” (apart from) “me ye can do nothing” 
(John 15:5). All of this is possible only as we 
reckon on the fact that we have died, become dead, 
to the law by the body of Christ and that we are 
united to Him who was raised from the dead. 
“For freedom did Christ set you free: stand fast 
therefore, and be not entangled again in a yoke of 
bondage” (Gal. 5:1, R. V.). 
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I Definition of the word “law.” 

1. A rule, a precept, a command, a force which 

rules. 

2. The word “law” occurs at least 118 times in 

Paul’s writings. 

II Different meanings of the word “law.” 

1. The law of Moses. 

a. The moral or ethical laws—Ten Com¬ 

mandments. 

b. The ceremonial laws. 

c. The civil laws. 

2. Law in general—Rom. 2:12, 14; Rom. 5:13. 

3. Law as Christian teaching. 

a. The law of faith—Rom. 3:27. 

b. The law of Christ—Gal. 6:2. 

c. The law of liberty—James 1:25. 

d. The law of love, the royal law—James 2:8. 

4. Law as a force. 


a. “Law in my members” 

b. “The law of sin” 


1 Rom. 7 :23. 


c. “The law of sin and death” 

d. “The law of the Spirit” 



5. Law as a ground of acceptance before God. 

a. As a means of salvation—Gal. 2:16. 

b. As a means of attaining righteousness— 


Phil. 3:5-9. 


64 


Freedom Through the Cross 


III Methods of making a law inoperative. 

1. Repeal. 

2. Passing a second law which replaces the first. 

3. Moving out of the bounds of a law. 

4. Death. 

IV We died to the law—Rom. 7:4. 

1. We did not die to the moral law. 

2. We did not die to Christian teachings. 

3. We did die to the law as a ground for ac¬ 

ceptance before God. 

a. Salvation is only by faith—Rom. 1:16; 

3:24-26, 28; Acts 4:12. 

b. Righteousness is only by faith—Rom. 

3:21; 4:1-5; 10:4. 

V How did we die to the law? 

1. Christ fulfdled the law—Matt. 5:17. 

a. He knew the deepest meaning of the law— 

Matt. 5:20-22; 22:37-40. 

b. The ceremonial law was fulfdled in Him. 

Illustration—Luke 2:21, 22. 

c. He was perfectly obedient to God. 

1. Willingly—“I come ... to do thy will, 

O God”—Heb. 10:7. 

2. Fully—“I do always those things that 

please him”—John 8:29. 

3. On time—“When the time was come 

... he stedfastly set his face”—Luke 
9:51. 


Freedom from the Law 


65 


4. The Father’s testimony to His perfect 
obedience—Matt. 3:17; Luke 9:35; 
John 12:28. 

d. He paid the penalty of broken law—Isa. 

53:5, 6; Luke 23:33, 34; I Peter 2:24; 
Gal. 3:13. 

e. He took out of the way the law which no 

one could keep—Eph. 2:15; Col. 2:14. 

f. He could say, “It is finished”—John 19:30. 

2. We died with Christ. 

a. “I am crucified with Christ”—Gal. 2:20. 

b. “Ye also are become dead to the law by 

the body of Christ”—Rom. 7:4. 

c. “Our old man was crucified with him”— 

Rom. 6:6. 

3. Our citizenship has been changed. 

a. God “hath translated us into the kingdom 

of his Son”—Col. 1:13. 

b. “Our citizenship is in heaven”—Phil. 

3:20; R. V. 

c. “Ye are not under the law, but under 

grace”—Rom. 6:14. 

VI Why did we die to the law? 

1. That we should be married to another— 
Rom. 7 :4. 

a. God united us to Christ—I Cor. 1:30. 

b. “That we should serve in newness of the 

spirit”—Rom. 7 :6. 

c. “That the righteousness of the law might 

be fulfilled in us”—Rom. 8:3, 4. 

d. That we should be under the law to Christ 

—I Cor. 9:21; Gal. 5:14; 6:2. 

e. That we might have the abundant life— 

John 10:10. 
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2. That we should bring forth fruit unto God— 

Rom. 7:4. 

a. “Filled with the fruits of righteousness”— 

Phil. 1:11. 

b. The fruit of the lips—Heb. 13:15. 

c. The fruit of the Spirit—Gal. 5:22, 23. 

d. The fruit of life—John 15:5. 

3. That we should be free from the law—Gal. 

5:1, R. V. 


Jflrrrhom from tfyr Uortfi 


“But God forbid that I should glory, save in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world 
is crucified unto me, and 1 unto the world.” 

Galations 6:14. 

“In the cross of Christ I glory, 

Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

“When the woes of life overtake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

Never shall the cross forsake me; 

Lo! it glows with peace and joy.” 

Sir John Bowring 
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FREEDOM FROM THE WORLD 


T HERE was a great barrier between God and 
man. Whenever man would seek the face 
of God, three things were constantly in the 
way: the broken law, sin which was the result of 
the broken law, and guilt which was the result of 
sin. Through this cloud no man could see God, no 
man with this before him could approach God. 
Man was a rebel, a failure, a crook. He rebelled 
against God’s laws, he failed by coming short in 
everything which God desired, the perverseness of 
his nature caused him to despise all the holiness 
of God. The Lord Jesus removed this three-fold 
barrier and made access to God for man. He 
poured out His blood that we might be cleansed 
from guilt; as the scape-goat He carried away sins; 
He removed the barrier of the law by keeping it 
fully for us, paying our penalty for breaking it, 
and transferring us out of the realm of law. But 
when the Lord Jesus cried out, while hanging on 
the cross, “It is finished,” much more was included 
in that finished work than that the way was opened 
so that men could have access to God, much more 
than that all the things that were prophesied about 
Him had been fulfilled. In that finished work was 
included everything which we could need for living 
triumphantly here on this earth, because our three 
great enemies—the world, the flesh, and the devil— 
had been fully dealt with. The only thing which 
we have to do is to receive daily from Him the 
provision which He has prepared. 
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Unless we constantly keep in mind that all that 
God has done for us and provided for us is from 
the standpoint that we were crucified with Christ 
Jesus, none of the benefits can be fully received or 
enjoyed. We are living in this world surrounded 
by all its mad rush, all of its enticements, all of its 
allurements, but on the cross God made provision 
for us to live victoriously even under such condi¬ 
tions. “But God forbid that I should glory, save 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 
world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world” 
(Gal. 6:14). The world is crucified to us and we 
to the world. This is God’s provision for those 
who would live godly in this present age. 

Four Greek Words Translated “World” 

The first word oikoumene means the inhabited 
earth: “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall the end come” (Matt. 
24:14). “But I say, Have they not heard? Yes 
verily, their sound went into all the earth, and 
their words unto the ends of the world” (Rom. 
10:18.) 

The second word ge means the earth as opposed 
to sky: “And I saw one of his heads as it were 
wounded to death; and his deadly wound was 
healed: and all the world wondered after the beast” 
(Rev. 13:3). 

The third word aion means age, denoting a space 
of time, a period of time, as the time that elapses 
between the beginning and the close of what is 
known as a dispensation: “As he spake by the 
mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since 
the world began” (Luke 1:70). The word is not 
since the earth began nor since there was an in¬ 
habited earth, but since this age began. 
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The fourth word kosmos means world order, ar¬ 
rangement, adornment. From it we get the Eng¬ 
lish word cosmetics. It occurs in the following 
verse: “For the promise, that he should be the 
heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his 
seed, through the law, but through the righteous¬ 
ness of faith” (Rom. 4:13). Here God is not speak¬ 
ing of the earth nor the age nor the inhabited earth, 
but of this world order. 

Four Senses in Which “Kosmos” Is Used 

First, as the physical world made up of cities 
and towns and villages in which people live: “And 
he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). 

Second, as mankind: “The next day John seeth 
Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world” (John 1:29). “For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have ever¬ 
lasting life” (John 3:16). 

Third, in the ethical sense as the ungodly: “The 
world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because 
I testify of it, that the works thereof are evil” (John 
7:7). 

Fourth, as world order or world system: “God 
that made the world and all things therein, seeing 
that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not 
in temples made with hands” (Acts 17:24). This 
sense of the world also includes the idea of worldly 
affairs or possessions as is evident in the following 
verse: “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matt. 
16:26). The word kosmos is used in three senses 
in this verse: “He was in the world” (the physical 
world), “and the world” (the world system) “was 
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made by him, and the world” (mankind) “knew 
him not” (John 1:10). It was to this fourth sense 
of the word—the world system with all that it im¬ 
plies of position and possession—that we were 
crucified. 

Facts Concerning This World System 

This world system or order has a prince, Satan, 
which rules it. “Hereafter I will not talk much 
with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and 
hath nothing in me” (John 14:30). 

It has rulers of darkness who seek to hold every 
one in bondage and to bring back into bondage 
those who have been set free. “For we wrestle not 
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness 
of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places” (Eph. 6:12). 

It has a spirit that causes trouble and unrest, 
that sets a man at variance with his neighbor, that 
causes confusion and strife, that raises suspicion 
and unbelief. “Now we have received, not the 
spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; 
that we might know the things that are freely given 
to us of God” (I Cor. 2:12). 

It has a course which it runs, it has a space of 
time allotted to it. There is a definite time ap¬ 
portioned to it. “Wherein in time past ye walked 
according to the course of this world, according 
to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that 
now worketh in the children of disobedience” 
(Eph. 2:2). 

It has a wisdom that is foolishness to God, but 
highly thought of and greatly sought for by the 
sons of darkness. “Where is the wise? where is 
the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? 
hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this 
world?” (I Cor. 1:20). 
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It has a fashion to which it seeks to make every 
one conform and which quickly passes away to 
bring in another scheme. That which was fashion 
last year is very much out-of-date today; style con¬ 
stantly changes. “And they that use this world, 
as not abusing it” (or using it to the full) : “for the 
fashion of this world passeth away” (I Cor. 7 :31). 

It has works which it diligently performs, and 
it hates every person who does not do what it does. 
It puts men to death for not doing the works of the 
world. “The world cannot hate you; but me it 
hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof 
are evil” (John 7 :7). The works of this world sys¬ 
tem are evil continually. Carrying out the behests 
of its prince, it can work only such things as pro¬ 
duce war and turmoil, bitterness and hatred. All 
of its works are evil, because of the master which 
engenders them. 

It has sorrow, such sorrow as only the world can 
cause. “For godly sorrow worketh repentance to 
salvation not to be repented of; but the sorrow of 
the world worketh death” (II Cor. 7:10). The 
sorrow which this world works in men brings 
shame at being discovered, shame that one has been 
found out, shame that what has been done is 
known by friends and enemies and companions. 
It is a sorrow that saps all courage to face conse¬ 
quences, all courage to live down wrongs and mis¬ 
takes, and because of this it drives to death. The 
sorrow of this world worketh death. 

It has rules and regulations, primary things for 
the kindergarten, under which it keeps grown men 
and women living so that they never come to real 
maturity. “Beware lest any man spoil you 
through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tra¬ 
dition of men, after the rudiments of the world, 
and not after Christ” (Col. 2:8). The prince of 
this world seeks to bring those whom Christ has 
freed back to kindergarten methods of living— 
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touch not, taste not, handle not, do not do this, 
now do that. Thus the Christian is robbed of his 
prize, because he has gone back to live under rules 
and regulations. 

It has a lust. “And the world passeth away, 
and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of 
God abideth forever” (I John 2:17). To men and 
women who do not recognize that they have been 
crucified, all the praise and honor and glory, all 
the advancement which the world offers, comes 
like a flame of burning desire to gain, to have, to 
possess, to enjoy the things which this world sys¬ 
tem has to offer. 

This entire world system and order lies in the 
lap of the wicked one. “And we know that we 
are of God, and the whole world lieth in wicked¬ 
ness” (I John 5:19). Everything that has to do 
with this world order is securely held in the lap 
of the wicked one. He quiets and seeks to sooth 
all those who are willing to remain under this world 
system, and thus he holds them in bondage. 

This world system has been judged, sentence has 
been pronounced upon it. Soon the sentence is to 
be executed, the time has been set, its days are 
numbered, it is to pass away. “Now is the judg¬ 
ment of this world” (John 12:31). When the Lord 
Jesus comes to take over the rule, then we shall see 
the execution of the sentence pronounced nearly 
two thousand years ago. The very earth itself, as 
well as all creation with all the redeemed, is waiting 
for that day of wonder when the King of glory 
shall come. 

To What Does This World Appeal? 

It appeals to every department of man’s life—his 
body, his soul, and his spirit. “Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the world. If any 
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in 


Freedom from the World 


75 


him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
is not of the Father, but is of the world” (I John 
2:15, 16). The lust of the flesh is the desire of the 
body; the lust of the eyes is the desire of the soul; 
the pride of life is the ambition of the spirit of 
man. The prince of this world system seduced our 
first parents by the same appeal which he makes to 
the people of the world today. “And when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food” (body), 
“and that it was pleasant to the eyes” (soul), “and 
a tree to be desired to make one wise” (spirit), “she 
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also 
unto her husband with her; and he did eat” (Gen. 
3:6). Later the prince of this world order appealed 
in the same way to the Son of God as he had to 
Adam and Eve. “And the devil said unto him, If 
thou be the Son of God, command this stone that 
it be made bread” (body). “And the devil, taking 
him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him 
all the kingdoms of the w T orld in a moment of time” 
(soul). “And he brought him to Jerusalem, and 
set him on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto 
him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down 
from hence” (spirit) (Luke 4:3, 5, 9). The Lord 
Jesus vanquished Satan at each new appeal, and 
because of His victory we need not be deceived. We 
know by sad experience that the things of this 
world or what it has to offer does not bring any real 
satisfaction, but rather creates a hunger and thirst 
for more or for other more fervent things. The 
one who seeks the wisdom of the world lusts for 
more wisdom. The one who seeks for knowledge 
lusts for more knowledge. The one who desires to 
keep up with the fashion of the world is burned 
up with a passion to be fashion’s leader. The one 
who does the works of the world is most demanding 
upon others and most exacting that every one shall 
do as he does. Those who have yielded to the 
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world’s appeal to man’s desire for leadership are 
willing to excommunicate or even to kill others, 
because they will not do as they demand, or what 
they think is right. Witness today the works of 
capital, how ruthlessly it sweeps out of its path 
those who will not conform to its ways of doing; 
of labor, how men are willing to boycott, to kill, to 
rob, to destroy property in order to force others into 
subjection. In ecclesiastical circles we find the 
same things, not quite as crude, but as relentless, 
as ruthless, as exacting, and as devastating. The 
world appeals to the body through its offer to 
satisfy physical desires; to the soul through its 
oiler to satisfy the desire for glory and praise; to 
the spirit through the desire to rule and dominate 
others. 


How Did God Deal with the World? 

God knew what power the world would have over 
every child of His. He knew that it would appeal 
to every phase of his being. He knew that, if it 
had its way, not one person would be able to live 
to please Him here upon this earth, since its allure¬ 
ments were not only to the lowest, but also to the 
highest in man. God knew that there was but one 
way in which to deliver us from this world system 
while living here upon this earth, and that was by 
joint crucifixion. “But God forbid that I should 
glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto 
the world” (Gal. 6:14). When it was a matter of 
deliverance from the law, I died to it; it did not die 
to me. But in order to deliver us from this world 
order, God caused a joint crucifixion—I to the 
world, the world to me. When the Christian really 
grasps God’s marvelous provision for deliverance 
from the appeal of these things which surround 
him and he counts on the fact that he is crucified to 
them, it is not long before the people of the world 
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and the prince of this world recognize the fact that 
he is dead to the world. There arises a mutual 
separation, a mutual discord, a mutual aversion 
one for the other. In the first part of his epistle to 
the Galations Paul states the fact that he is cruci¬ 
fied with Christ and at the end he glories in the 
fact that in Christ he was crucified to the world and 
thus utterly delivered from its power. It was not 
only a spiritual truth to him, but an actual, prac¬ 
tical experience in relation to the world and the 
things which the world had to offer. Christ spoke 
of having overcome the world which hated Him; 
Paul knew and we, too, know that the world that 
hated Him will hate us also. It cannot love us who 
are not of it. That is impossible. But the fact that 
the world was crucified to us on the cross of Christ 
makes it an impotent enemy. Its hate should be 
nothing to us. Neither should anything which the 
world has to offer make any appeal to us, because 
a dead thing can have nothing of value to give. 

Crucifixion not only meant death, but it pro¬ 
claimed to those who saw it that the victim was a 
criminal of the lowest type, a murderer, a traitor, 
an insurrectionist, or a spy—an outcast from 
society, one not worthy to live. To that was added 
the fact that the victim was accursed. “For it is 
written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree” 
(Gal. 3:13). Each person who is willing today to 
take his stand upon the Word of God will find that, 
in the eyes of the world, he is an outcast, one not 
desired for festive company, one dead to the world. 
It is God’s will that we daily live crucified to the 
world. When the Lord Jesus defeated the prince 
of this world, He overcame the world; the world 
was judged in the person of its leader and master. 
“Be of good cheer; I have overcome the world” 
(John 16:33). This world has now no power over 
us who reckon on this joint crucifixion, but it has 
an overmastering power over those who are not 
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willing to remember that they have been crucified 
with Christ. 

What Should Be a Christian's Attitude 
to the World? 

He who is united to Christ should remain separat¬ 
ed from the world. “If the world hate you, ye know 
that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of 
the world, the world would love his own: but be¬ 
cause ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you 
out of the world, therefore the world hateth you” 
(John 15:18, 19). A Christian does not belong to 
this world order, he was chosen to belong to the 
kingdom of heaven. He is not under the dominion 
of the prince of this world, but he is subject to the 
King of kings and the Lord of lords. His citizen¬ 
ship is in heaven. He is not of this world system 
and should remain separated from it. 

He should not make friends with it. “Ye adulter¬ 
ers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friend¬ 
ship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever 
therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy 
of God” (James 4:4). Many cults today are urging 
men to be friendly with the world, to go with the 
world, to make friends with the world, to do the 
things of the world. In this way they make them¬ 
selves the enemies of God. 

He should not love it. “Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the world” (I John 
2:15). So many of our young people are saying, 
“I love to dance,” “I love the music,” “I love the 
movies,” “I love the excitement,” or “I love the way 
they do things.” They do not realize that they are 
hugging to their bosoms an accursed thing, a cruci¬ 
fied thing. 

He should keep himself unspotted from the 
world. “Pure religion and undefiled before God 
and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and 
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widows in their affliction, and to keep himself un¬ 
spotted from the world” (James 1:27). The world 
system is under the authority of the deceiver and 
whenever a son of God gets entangled with it, he 
becomes soiled and spotted. The more intimate he 
becomes with the world and the things of the world, 
the more he takes on the color and appearance of 
the world. The marks of crucifixion become 
dimmed and the marks of the world become promi¬ 
nent. The citizens of this world order gloat over 
the fact that the citizen of heaven takes on the form 
and spots of the world. 

He should not fear it. “These things I have 
spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. 
In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of 
good cheer; I have overcome the world” (John 
16:33). The prince of this world goeth about as a 
roaring lion to frighten those who have been loosed 
from his bondage. The prince of darkness, who 
has the power of death, would coerce Christians 
into doing his will and following the ways of the 
world, holding over them his big stick, the power 
of death. He, as the deceiver, would rob Christians 
of their peace by entangling them in the ways of 
the world. 

He should overcome it. “And every spirit that 
confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh 
is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, 
whereof ye have heard that it should come; and 
even now already is it in the world. Ye are of God, 
little children, and have overcome them: because 
greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the 
world” (I John 4:3, 4). The spirit of antichrist 
is now working especially to overcome those who 
have been crucified to the world in order to get 
them into bondage and thus make ineffective any 
service which they might render to God or any 
praise which they might offer to Him who freed 
them by His blood. No Christian should be brought 
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into the bondage of the world, because every 
Christian has living in him the One who has over¬ 
come the world, Christ the Victor, and who is 
greater than its prince. 

Results to a Christian of Disregarding the Fact 
of Joint Crucifixion 

He cannot know the will of God for his life. 
“And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect, will of God” (Rom. 12:2). The pitiful 
thing today is that many of God’s children neither 
know the will of God nor do they know how to find 
it, and therefore they cannot do it. The reason is 
that they have become conformed to this world. If 
a Christian disregards the fact that he is crucified 
to the world and the world to him, he will live like a 
worldling who does not know or does not care to 
know the will of God. The result will be stumbling 
and falling; and he will be bruised, broken, bleed¬ 
ing, and friendless in an enemy’s land. 

He cannot have victory over the world. “For 
whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: 
and this is the victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith” (I John 5:4). It is possible for a 
Christian to have victory over the world when he 
recognizes that he is dead to it. What appeal can 
a crucified world have to a crucified man? But 
unless he believes what God says He has done with 
it, there is nothing but defeat and failure in store 
for him. Faith is the victory. The message of 
victory is to men who are crucified and who are 
living in a world which has been crucified to them. 

He cannot have the love of the Father in him. 
“Love not the world, neither the things that are in 
the world. If any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him” (I John 2:15). God 
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gives to us unmistakable evidence of whose we are 
and where we are. Here is one of them. The love 
of the world and the love of the Father are mutually 
excluding. They cannot occupy the same heart at 
the same time. There is no need of quibbling; 
light and darkness cannot be in the same place at 
the same time; neither can the love of the world, 
which God has caused to be crucified, dwell in the 
life in which the love of the Father dwells. Truth 
and falsehood are at opposite poles, there is no 
middle ground. The love of the Father and the 
love of the world are opposite extremes, they never 
come near each other, they never dwell together. 

He will hinder others. “It is good neither to eat 
flesh, nor to drink wine, nor anything whereby thy 
brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak” 
(Rom. 14:21). The person who disregards the fact 
that he is crucified with Christ, who will not regard 
the world as a crucified thing, is constantly hinder¬ 
ing his brother and is causing many for whom 
Christ died to stumble. Because he lives on the 
borderline, his life wins no sinner to the Lord, 
but it does draw the weak Christian into the world. 
One day a man who had been wonderfully saved 
came to me with his story of bondage. He was in 
the toils of the devil. His testimony was gone, his 
joy was gone, he had no peace nor rest, he was like 
the troubled sea. First he told me of his past life; 
it had been notorious, and he was a shame to his 
family and his neighbors. Then he was born again, 
and his life was transformed. His joy was to tell 
of the Saviour’s power to save and to keep saved. 
The outside habits of smoking, drinking, gambling 
had left him like vile garments cast off. He became 
a street preacher; he was respected by all and loved 
by many. One day he went to the study of his 
pastor to talk over some work of the church. The 
preacher was smoking a good cigar and offered the 
man one. The man did not want to seem to rebuke 
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his pastor by not taking the cigar so he took it, lit 
it, and fell back into his old habit and the con¬ 
demnation of the devil. The preacher evidently did 
not know that he was not of this world. He evi¬ 
dently did not reckon himself to have been crucified 
with Christ or unto the things of the world. How 
many weak ones are made to stumble and fall and 
to lose their testimony because someone who 
thinks himself strong and able to indulge the flesh 
w r ill not stand upon the sure word of God! 

Will you who read this study take your stand 
upon the fact that you have been crucified unto the 
world and the world has been crucified to you. 
Thank God that it is true. Trust God the Holy 
Spirit, who lives in you, to make these things which 
Jesus wrought out on Calvary practical, experi¬ 
mental realities to you. There is no joy nor peace 
nor service, worthy of the name, for the child of 
God who does not do this. Will you begin now, 
in the power of the Spirit of God, to enter into the 
enjoyment of freedom from the world. 
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OUTLINE OF CHAPTER IV 

I Theme verse—Gal. 6:14. 

II Four Greek words translated “world.” 

I. Oikoumene—the inhabited earth—Matt. 

24:14; Rom. 10:18. 

2. Ge—the earth as opposed to sky—Rev. 

13:3. 

3. Aion—age, a period of time—Luke 1:70. 

4. Kosmos—world order or system—Rom. 

4:13. 

III Four senses in which “kosmos” is used. 

1. As the physical world with cities and 

towns—Mark 16:15. 

2. As mankind—John 1:29; 3:16. 

3. In the ethical sense, as the ungodly— 

John 7:7. 

4. As v^orld order—Acts 17 :24; also worldly 

affairs or possessions—Matt. 16:26. 

IV Facts concerning the world system. 

1. It has a prince—John 14:30. 

2. It has rulers—Eph. 6:12. 

3. It has a spirit—I Cor. 2:12. 

4. It has a course—Eph. 2:2. 

5. It has wisdom—I Cor. 1:20. 

6. It has a fashion—I Cor. 7 :31. 

7. It has works—John 7:7. 

8. It has sorrow—II Cor. 7:10. 

9. It has rules—Col. 2:8. 

10. It has a lust—I John 2:17. 

II. It lieth in wickedness—I John 5:19. 

12. It has been judged—John 12:31. 
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V To what does this world appeal? 

1. It appeals to the entire man—I John 

2:15, 16. 

a. To the body through its physical de¬ 

sires. 

b. To the soul through its desire for praise 

and glory. 

c. To the spirit through its desire to 

dominate. 

2. Satan used this appeal to deceive Eve— 

Gen. 3:6. 

3. Satan used this appeal in tempting Jesus— 

Luke 4:3, 5, 9. 

VI How did God deal with the world? 

1. He caused a joint crucifixion of the world 
and every one who is united to Christ— 
Gal. 6:14; 3:13; John 16:33. 

VII What should be a Christian’s attitude to the 

world? 

1. He should remain separated from it— 

John 15:18, 19. 

2. He should not make friends with it— 

James 4:4. 

3. He should not love it—I John 2:15. 

4. He should keep himself unspotted from it 

—James 1:27. 

5. He should not fear it—John 16:33. 

6. He should overcome it—I John 4:3, 4. 

VIII Results to a Christian of disregarding the fact 

of this joint crucifixion. 

1. He cannot know the will of God—Rom. 

12 : 2 . 

2. He cannot have victory over sin—I John 

5:4. 

3. He cannot have the love of the Father in 

him—I John 2:15. 

4. He will hinder others—Rom. 14:21. 
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“For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die:” 
Romans 8:13. 

“Then said Jesus unto his desciples, If any man 
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will 
save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose 
his life for my sake shall find it. For what is a man 
profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange 
for his soul?” Matthew 16:2b-26. 

“The flesh profiteth nothing: the words that l 
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” 
John 6:63. 

“This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall 
not fulfil the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth 
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh:” 
Galations 5:16, 17. 
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V 


FREEDOM FROM THE FLESH 


E VERY Christian may live after the flesh or 
after the Spirit. He is a free agent, he may 
choose how he will live. Many Christians are 
living after the flesh, because they do not know 
what Christ Jesus really accomplished on the cross 
for them. They do not know that there is freedom 
through the cross for them, that the only source 
of freedom from guilt, sin, the law, the world, the 
flesh, and the devil lies here and here only. Many 
Christians seek freedom in what they are able to 
do for themselves, some through a new experience, 
others through the laying on of hands. Satan has 
many devices for keeping men’s eyes off the cross. 
“I am crucified with Christ” (Gal. 2:20). “And 
they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with 
the affections and lusts” (Gal. 5:24). Every 
Christian was personally crucified with Christ 
when he was born again. When by the Spirit of 
God he was regenerated and united to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, w'hen he received Him as his Saviour, 
then by that act, as he turned from self to Christ, 
he crucified the flesh with its affections and lusts. 
He may not have been conscious of this, but there 
were many other things of which he was not con¬ 
scious when he was made a new creature in Christ 
Jesus. If you were not crucified with Christ, then 
you are not a Christian, you never have been born 
again. There must be the death of the old before 
there can be the life of the new. “Old things are 
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passed away; behold, all things are becoming new” 
(II Cor. 5:17). 

Four Senses in Which the Word “Flesh” Is Used 

First, as flesh for food, slaughtered flesh: “It is 
good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor 
any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is 
offended, or is made weak” (Rom. 14:21). The 
meaning in this case is easily seen from the con¬ 
text. The Greek word which is used here is dif¬ 
ferent from the one used in the other three senses. 

Second, as the human body: “And lest I should 
be exalted above measure through the abundance 
of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in 
the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest 
I should be exalted above measure” (II Cor. 12:7). 
This thorn, as Paul expressed it, was an affliction 
in his body of which he was constantly conscious 
and which was permitted by God. 

Third, in contrast to the human spirit: “Watch 
and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak” 
(Matt. 26:41). “To deliver such an one unto 
Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit 
may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus” (I Cor. 
5:5). 

Fourth, in the ethical or moral sense, as the seat 
and vehicle of sinful desires: “So then with the 
mind I serve the law of God; but with the flesh 
the law of sin” (Rom. 7:25). Here the flesh op¬ 
poses the direction and control of the mind. There 
are other cases in which the flesh is said to oppose 
the direction and control of the Holy Spirit. They 
are contending forces. “This I say then, Walk in 
the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the 
flesh. For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and 
the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary 
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the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the 
things that ye would” (Gal. 5:16, 17). 

Scriptural Terms for the Flesh 

First, “the natural man”: “But the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for 
they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned” 
(I Cor. 2:14). 

Second, “our old man”: “Knowing this, that 
our old man is crucified with him” (Rom. 6:6). 

Third, “I,” the self-life: “I am crucified with 
Christ” (Gal. 2:20). 

Fourth, “the flesh”: So then they that are in the 
flesh cannot please God. But ye are not in the flesh, 
but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God 
dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit 
of Christ, he is none of his” (Rom. 8:8, 9). 

What Does the Flesh Have? 

It has a mind. “Because the mind of the flesh 
is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the 
law of God, neither indeed can it be” (Rom. 8:7, 
R. V.). The mind of man refuses even to have God 
in his thought. He desires to think his own 
thoughts which are easily conveyed to others. 
Man naturaly takes pride in his own reasonings 
and refuses to accept the fact that there are truths 
which need the illumination of the Holy Spirit. 

It has a wisdom. “For our rejoicing is this, the 
testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and 
godly sincerity, not in fleshly wisdom, but by the 
grace of God, we have our conversation in the world, 
and more abundantly to you-ward” (II Cor. 1:12). 
There is a wisdom of the flesh which prompts one 
and instructs one to seek first his own good, a wis¬ 
dom which brings success in the things of this 
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world, a wisdom which brings the praise and honor 
and glory of men. It has a science of its own, a phi¬ 
losophy of life of its own, a reasoning of its own, but 
these in every detail exclude God, for the mind of 
the flesh is enmity against God. The wisdom of 
the flesh leads governments to drive out the Jews, 
to kill them, or to make life unbearable for them. 
Whereas if the governments were willing to accept 
the wisdom of God, they would guard and cherish 
the Jews in order that the blessing of God might 
rest upon their nations. 

It has a will. “Which were born, not of blood, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God” (John 1:13). The will is the first 
thing which manifests itself in the child. As soon 
as it is born, it begins to demand its own way. 
The babe will cry and kick until the nurse picks 
it up. From infancy the will of the individual has 
been asserted. All of the passions of man are 
aroused when the will of the flesh is opposed. All 
of the warfare and strife and the shedding of blood 
comes from only one thing—the will of the flesh in 
one leader or group opposing the will of the flesh 
in another. The will of the flesh is contrary to the 
will of God, it refuses to bow before God or acknowl¬ 
edge the authority of God. It is the citadel of man’s 
soul. It is the part of man with which he opposes 
God and fights God. 

It has a confidence. “Though I might also have 
confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh 
that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I 
more” (Phil. 3:4). Because of what a man sees 
that he has in himself—a strong mind, a superior 
wisdom, an indomitable will—he has great confi¬ 
dence in his own powers. His mind is lifted up, 
he is filled with pride and scorns the help and 
wisdom that comes from God. He becomes arro¬ 
gant, domineering, self-assertive; he seeks and de¬ 
mands his own way continually. 
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It has lusts. “And they that are Christ’s have 
crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts” 
(Gal. 5:24). The burning desires and passions of 
the flesh seek satisfaction. It matters not how the 
lives of others are affected, it matters not what the 
cost may be to other lives, the desires and lusts of 
the old self-life, the flesh, turns the scale of the 
will. A man does the thing which his burning de¬ 
sires demand and thus satisfies the lust of the flesh. 
His lust for power and rule and position blinds him 
to the rights and privileges of others, and drives 
him on to trample down and put out of the way 
every one who stands in the way of satisfying his 
lusts. What he has done may bring sorrow when 
found out by others, it may even bring remorse 
that eats like a canker at his vitals, but when again 
the lust demands, the will capitulates, the burning 
desire is satisfied for the moment, and darkness 
and death follow. 

It has a walk. “For what the law could not do, 
in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending 
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for 
sin, condemned sin in the flesh: That the righteous¬ 
ness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Rom. 
8:3, 4). The term “walk” means to live or to pro¬ 
gress or to go on. The flesh will not walk in the 
ways of God nor in the paths of peace. It chooses 
its own way which is never the high way of life, 
but the low paths. It is true that some men natur¬ 
ally walk on a higher plane than other men, but 
even those who walk on the highest plane of which 
the flesh is capable never walk in God’s high places, 
led by the Spirit of God, thinking the thoughts of 
God, and doing the will of God. They never walk 
the high rugged places as did Enoch, who walked 
with God and who was not for God took him, or 
Elijah, who walked with God and left in a chariot 
of fire, or Abraham, the friend of God, who walked 
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with God and staggered not at the promises of God, 
but leaned hard on God and became the father of 
the faithful. 

It has works. “Now the works of the flesh are 
manifest, which are these: fornication, unclean¬ 
ness, lasciviousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, 
strife, jealousies, wraths, factions, divisions, 
parties, enveyings, drunkenness, revellings, and 
such like; of which I forewarn you, even as I did 
forewarn you, that they who practise such things 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God” (Gal. 5:19-21, 
R. V.). The natural man, the old man, the self-life, 
the flesh, manifests itself in all these things, and 
man in his wisdom has set up laws to regulate the 
works of the flesh. The result is that in order to 
restrain men there must be prisons, jails, and 
houses of correction. All of these seek to reform 
the old man and to bridle the flesh. Wherever men 
are willing to obey the laws which they have made 
and set up to guard themselves from the raids of 
their fellows, there is a semblance of peace, but 
nothing real because the lusts of the flesh cannot 
be curbed by laws. If the flesh is left to its own 
self, it works nothing but death, for the breath of 
lust burns up every flower which man in his wis¬ 
dom has planted. His works are the works of 
death, even as the paths on which he walks lead to 
the grave. 

It has a warfare. “From whence come wars and 
fightings among you? come they not hence, even 
of your lusts that war in your members? ... Ye 
kill and desire to have ... ye fight and war” (James 
4:1, 2). The warfare of the flesh or to “war after 
the flesh” (II Cor. 10:3) is fighting against flesh 
and blood, and the final object is that another shall 
bow the knee before the conqueror. The purpose 
of the warfare is varied: that one may advance 
himself over others, that he may subjugate others 
to himself, that he may make the will of another 
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bow before his will. It is flesh and blood attempt¬ 
ing to subdue flesh and blood and to force it to 
obey the dictates of another master. This warfare 
of the flesh is clearly manifested today over the 
length and breadth of this land, in our government, 
in labor and capital, in ecclesiastical bodies, in 
societies, in groups which have the one purpose of 
having their way and forcing others to do what 
they desire or think is right. We see it in civic 
and semi-religious groups who would regulate the 
morals of the men of the world by legislation, mak¬ 
ing rules and regulations for movies, baseball, night 
clubs, drinking, and such things. Or again in the 
realm of labor men would force employers to pay 
certain wages and force employees to stop work 
unless certain classes of men do the work. Laws 
and regulations are set up for agriculture, for 
work, for buying and selling. The warfare of the 
flesh will soon reach its climax when the spirit of 
lawlessness, which is now working, takes posses¬ 
sion of those who war after the flesh, and every one 
receives the mark of the beast, and all mankind 
does the will of the master, Satan. Today he is the 
master who stirs up all the warfare which we see 
in homes, among neighbors, in villages, towns, 
cities, states, nations, and countries. All of this is 
the work and warfare of the flesh. 

It has a glorying. “Seeing that many glory after 
the flesh, I will glory also” (II Cor. 11:18). All 
flesh glories in what it does and possesses, it glories 
in honor and praise, it glories in its position and 
power, it glories in its name and fame. Honor and 
glory are given to the soldier who can slay the larg¬ 
est number, the ball player who is most useful to his 
team, the man who accumulates most gold (by fair 
means or by foul), the man of the strongest 
physique, or the girl with the fairest skin. They 
are all glorying in what they have or have done, 
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and others love to bask in their glory. Glorying 
after the flesh! 

It has not one good thing. “For I know that in 
me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: 
for to will is present with me; but how to perform 
that which is good I find not” (Rom. 7 :18). Paul 
uses here two Greek words for good ; the first one 
means “intrinsic value” and the last means 
“beautiful.” He says that in his flesh there is 
nothing of intrinsic value and, therefore, he is 
unable to perform beautiful acts. There is nothing 
of good of any kind in him. His natural powers 
are debased, every thing is in opposition to God. 
He knows what is good, but there are no natural 
powers in him to do what he knows is good. 

These are some of the elements of man which 
through Adam’s sin became discordant and op¬ 
posed to God. These are the main constituents 
of the natural man, our old man, the self-life, the 
flesh, but all are debased and out of their God- 
given and God-intended order and use. Because 
of this, it is impossible for man in himself to please 
God. He cannot do the will of God, because he 
does not have the mind to do it. He has no wisdom 
that will show him how to please God. He has no 
will to energize him to do the works of God. His 
desires are evil, his manner of life is opposite to 
the desires of God. His confidence is in his own 
strength and wisdom, hence all of the things which 
he does are worthless in the sight of God. He wars 
and strives, but it is to have his own way. He 
glories in his own accomplishments which are 
visible to human eyes, but there is nothing endur¬ 
ing, nothing that can meet the favor of God. The 
only way in which God could deal with such a 
nature was to put it to death with Christ upon 
the cross. 
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What Does the New Creature Have? 

The man who is crucified with Christ is a new 
creation. “Wherefore if any man is in Christ, he 
is a new creature: the old things are passed away; 
behold, they are become new” (II Cor. 5:17, R. V.). 
This new creation must be something utterly unlike 
the old creation, in fact it must be the exact op¬ 
posite in every phase of its life. There can be 
nothing of the old in it, else it might be the old 
made over and called new. 

He has the mind of Christ. “For who hath 
known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct 
him? But we have the mind of Christ” (I Cor. 
2:16). “Let this mind be in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5). The new creation has 
a new mind, the mind of Christ. Now it is possible 
to begin to think the thoughts of God, because the 
mind of enmity is gone, and the mind to learn the 
wisdom of God under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit is present. This mind needs to be daily re¬ 
newed, because the same brain cells are being used 
which were used by the mind that was enmity to 
God. As we yield our entire being to Him once for 
all and then daily yield our members, continuing 
the attitude begun once for all, we realize in daily 
living the joy of having the mind of Christ. 

He has the wisdom that is from above. “But of 
him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made 
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctifica¬ 
tion, and redemption” (I Cor. 1:30). The wisdom 
wdiich the new creature has is not the wisdom of 
this world, w r hich is coming to naught, but the 
wisdom which is from above. It is the wisdom of 
the Creator, who planned not only the wonders of 
this universe wdiich the human eye can see, but also 
the marvel of our salvation which makes one w r ho 
was once an enemy of God actually God’s son, a 
new creature in Christ Jesus. “O the depth of the 
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riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his 
ways past finding out!” (Rom. 11:33). 

His will is energized by God. “For it is God 
which worketh in you both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). The marvelous grace 
of God is revealed in that He provided a way by 
which the will that was by nature contrary to His 
will could be made eager to daily choose His will 
and to rejoice in the will of God. By nature man 
chose his own will, asserted his own will; but the 
new creation can gladly choose the will of God and 
truly rejoice in the will of God, because he has been 
taught in the seat of wisdom that God’s will is good, 
acceptable, and perfect. 

His confidence is now placed in one who never 
fails. “And such confidence have we through 
Christ to God-ward: not that we are sufficient of 
ourselves, to account anything as from ourselves; 
but our sufficiency is from God” (II Cor. 3:4, 5, 
R. V.). Our confidence is now placed in Him who 
loves us and gave himself for us, who is able to 
save to all ends, who is able to keep us from stumb¬ 
ling, under whose feet God has placed all things for 
us, to whom has been given all authority and power 
in heaven and upon earth, who has defeated our 
great enemy, the devil, who died and rose again, 
who is alive forever more—the Lord Jesus Christ. 
At one time our confidence was in what we could 
do, but now it is in what He can do; once in what 
we had in ourselves, now in what we have in Him. 

He has new desires. The normal condition of a 
person who has been born again is to have a desire 
for food to sustain the new life. “As new born 
babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye 
may grow thereby” (I Peter 2:2). The burning 
lust of the flesh is replaced by the controlling desire 
to please the Lord Jesus. “Wherefore also we 
make it our aim, whether at home or absent, to be 
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well-pleasing unto him” (II Cor. 5:9, R. V.). As the 
bride seeks to make herself attractive to her hus¬ 
band, so all the desires of the new creature are to 
be well-pleasing to Him. The desires of the flesh 
were to please one’s self, the desires of the new 
creature are to please Him. This is contrary to the 
laws of the natural man, but it is the law of the 
new man to please God and not one’s self. 

He walks in the power of the Spirit. “This I say 
then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the 
lust of the flesh” (Gal. 5:16). “For in Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncir¬ 
cumcision, but a new creature. And as many as 
walk according to this rule, peace he on them, and 
mercy, and upon the Israel of God” (Gal. 6:15, 16). 
This new walk is in the train of His triumph, it 
constantly leads to victory, it is never in the low¬ 
lands, but always in the heavenlies. It is a daily 
walk with God, as intimate as that of Enoch, as 
close as that of Abraham. It is daily knowing His 
will, having worked in us His mind, doing His de¬ 
sires, having no confidence in anything that comes 
from what we were by birth, but having confidence 
in Him who lives in us, Christ who is our life. 

His works have been prepared by God. “For we 
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which God hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them” (Eph. 2:10). It is God’s 
will that a Christian should not only cease doing 
the works of the flesh, which are hideous beyond 
words, but also that he should not attempt to do 
spiritual work with fleshly methods. God has our 
works prepared for each day and will, as we depend 
upon Him, prepare us each day for the work of that 
day. The works which He has prepared are always 
pleasant and bring joy and will endure when every 
man’s work shall be tested by fire. The works 
which He has prepared are the only ones that will 
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bring His “well done” and that will be to us a crown 
of rejoicing in the day of Christ. 

He has new weapons for the only warfare which 
he is to carry on—that against Satan. “For the 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strongholds” 
(II Cor. 10:4). “For we wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places” 
(Eph. 6:12). We have a new warfare which is to 
take from Satan his trophies, to free men whom he 
has held in bondage through the fear of death. Our 
weapons are spiritual weapons: the helmet of sal¬ 
vation, the breastplate of righteousness, the shield 
of faith, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God. When we have permitted the Holy 
Spirit to make the Word of God a living, pulsating 
reality in our own lives, then as we give it out 
through our lips, God uses that word in the lives of 
others; men are freed, souls are saved, individuals 
are delivered from the bondage of sin, Satan’s 
domain is invaded, and his captives freed. 

He glories in Christ Jesus. “For we are the cir¬ 
cumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God, and 
glory in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in 
the flesh” (Phil. 3:3, R. V.). While men are 
glorying in what they have done and what they 
have, we glory in what Christ has and in what He 
has done. Men glory in themselves, we glory in 
God; men in what they have attained, we in what 
He accomplished on the cross for us. Throughout 
eternity we shall glory in Him, who has saved us 
and made us to be partakers of the inheritance of 
the saints in light. 

He has a new life. “When Christ, who is our 
life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with 
him in glory” (Col. 3:4). All that we have and 
are and hope to be is in Him. He is our life, we 
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have nothing apart from Him. While in the flesh 
there is nothing of intrinsic value, in Him we are 
complete—lacking nothing. He is the only one 
who satisfies the hunger of the human heart. Only 
He brings peace and rest and quiet. Only He gives 
light. Only He brings us to the Father’s house. 
He is our wisdom, He is our confidence, He is our 
glorying; He changes our desires. He works His 
control. He is our life. Truly “old things are 
passed away; behold, they are become new”! 

Results to a Christian of Not Reckoning on the 
Crucifixion of the Flesh 

Paul said, “I have been crucified with Christ,” 
but he did not claim something for himself which 
was not true of other believers as well, for he also 
said, “They that are Christ’s have crucified the 
flesh with the affections and lusts.” That every 
born again person has been crucified with Christ 
is a fact, just as it is a fact that he is now alive 
unto God. Life must be lived from this standpoint. 
There is no hope for a joyful Christian life or for 
a life of power in service in any other way. “For 
in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he 
Iiveth, he liveth unto God.” (This is a fact.) “Like¬ 
wise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord” (Rom. 6:10, 11). God is asking us to 
stand on facts, not on fables. God asks us to reckon 
on the fact that He has caused our old man to be 
crucified with Christ. 

Jesus laid down as one condition of discipleship 
that a person must hate his old self-life. “If any 
man cometh unto me, and hateth not . . . his own 
life ... he cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:26, 
R. V.). Jesus denounced as worthless the self-life 
and its manifestations. Jesus bade us hate it. It is 
not until we begin to see what the old self-life, the 
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flesh, is and does that we can hate it. We can make 
no progress in the Christian life until we hate the 
flesh and gladly reckon on the way in which God 
dealt with it. The failure to reckon on the fact that 
we have been crucified with Christ is what hinders 
our prayer life, our fellowship with God, and the 
fruitfulness of our lives. This old life, received by 
natural birth from Adam, must be renounced, 
denied, hated, turned away from, for it was cruci¬ 
fied. Only as this is done will there be a mani¬ 
festation of the life of Christ in us. There are ine¬ 
vitable results to the child of God who fails to 
reckon on this fact. 

He will reap corruption. “For he that soweth to 
his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but 
he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap 
life everlasting” (Gal. 6:8). The flesh was not 
annihilated when we were born again; we must 
take God’s dealings with it by faith. If a person is 
not willing to do this, the flesh continues to have 
its way, and he sows to the flesh. He may think 
that he is enjoying liberty and freedom, because he 
is doing what he wants to do and living as he wants 
to live, expecting to go to heaven when he dies. 
Actually he is in terrible bondage, because the law 
of sowing and harvest cannot fail. From the seed 
which he is sowing, the only harvest which can 
result is that of corruption—works that are dead 
and are therefore decayed. 

His work will be burned. “Every man’s work 
shall be made manifested: for the day shall declare 
it, because it shall be revealed by fire; ... If any 
man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: 
but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire” 
(I Cor. 3:13, 15). He will be saved, but all the 
works of his life will be burned, and he will have 
nothing with which to stand before the Lord Jesus, 
who bought him with His own blood. He will be 
empty-handed in the presence of Christ in the day 
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when He metes out rewards, because he did not 
reckon on the fact that the flesh had been crucified 
and, therefore, could not do the good works which 
had been prepared for him. 

He will be ashamed at the coming of the Lord. 
“And now, little children, abide in him; that, when 
he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not 
be ashamed before him at his coming” (I John 
2:28). To “abide in Him” is to live each moment 
in the consciousness of one’s union with Christ—He 
is in me and I am in Him. But the fact that “Christ 
liveth in me” follows the foundation fact “I have 
been crucified with Christ.” For the one who will 
not stand on this foundation, there is no possibility 
of abiding in Him. So there can be nothing but 
shame when He appears, because the manner of 
living has brought forth a harvest of corruption and 
the works which he tried to do for God have been 
burned. 

Results of Reckoning on the Crucifixion 
of the Flesh 

He will live as a new creature. “For if ye live 
after the flesh, ye must die; but if by the Spirit ye 
put to death the deeds of the body, ye shall live” 
(Rom. 8:13, R. V.). If the habits which the flesh 
or the old man left in the body are turned over to 
the Holy Spirit for death, then a Christian will 
know what it means to walk in newness of life, for 
Christ is having the opportunity to live out His 
resurrection life through his body. 

He will have a sure reward. “To him that 
soweth righteousness shall be a sure reward” (Prov. 
11:18). For the Christian who is reckoning on the 
crucifixion of the flesh, the law of sowing and 
harvest is operating; but instead of sowing to the 
flesh, he is sowing righteousness, because the 
righteousness of Christ is being lived out through 
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him. Therefore, he shall have the reward which 
the Lord will give His servants in that day. 

He will have an abundant entrance. “Where¬ 
fore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make 
your calling and election sure: for if ye do these 
things, ye shall never fall: for so an entrance shall 
be ministered unto you abundantly into the ever¬ 
lasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ” (II Peter 1:10, 11). Some shall enter into 
the kingdom and be saved as by fire, while others 
shall sweep in with a train of good works; some 
shall shine only as the dimly distant stars, while 
others shall shine like the great planets in the 
heavens, and some even as the sun and moon. It 
all depends upon how each one stands on the fact 
of his crucifixion with Christ. If you were not cru¬ 
cified with Him, then you are not a Christian; for 
every born again one has been crucified with Christ. 

The cross is the touchstone of life. It is the 
one thing that makes the difference here on earth 
between failure and success, between real life and 
death. The cross of Jesus Christ is the dividing 
line between bondage to the flesh and freedom from 
the flesh. 


Freedom from the Flesh 
OUTLINE OF CHAPTER V 


103 


I Theme verses—Gal. 2:20; 5:24. ! 

II Senses in which the word “flesh” is used. 

1. Flesh for food, slaughtered flesh—Rom. 

14:21. 

2. As the human body—II Cor. 12:7. 

3. In contrast to the human spirit—Matt. 

26:41; I Cor. 5:5. 

4. In the ethical or moral sense, as the seat 

and vehicle of sinful desires—Rom. 7 :25; 
Gal. 5:16, 17. 

III Scriptural terms for the flesh. 

1. “The natural man”—I Cor. 2:14. 

2. “Our old man”—Rom. 6:6. 

3. “I,” the self-life—Gal. 2:20. 

4. “The flesh”—Rom. 8:8, 9. 

IV What does the flesh have? See next page. 

V w hat does the new creature have? See next 

page. 

VI Results to the Christian of not reckoning on 

the crucifixion of the flesh. 

1. He will reap corruption—Gal. 6:8. 

2. His works will be burned—I Cor. 3:13, 15. 

3. He will be ashamed at the coming of the 

Lord—I John 2:28. 

VII Results of reckoning on the crucifixion of the 

flesh. 

1. He will live as a new creature—Rom. 8:13, 

R. V. 

2. He will have a sure reward—Prov. 11:18. 

3. He will have an abundant entrance— 

II Peter 1:10, 11. 


“I HAVE BEEN CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST” - GAL. 2:20, R. V 


THE FLESH 

1. “The mind of the flesh”—Rom. 

8:7, R. V. 

2. “Fleshly wisdom” —II Cor. 1:12. 

3. “The will of the flesh”—John 

1:13. 

4. “Confidence in the flesh”—Phil. 

3:4. 

5. “The flesh with the . . . lusts” — 

Gal. 5 :24. 

6. “Walk not after the flesh”— 

Rom. 8:3, 4. 

7. “The works of the flesh”—Gal. 

5:19-21, R. V. 

8. “War after the flesh”—II Cor. 

10:3; Jas. 4:1, 2. 

9. “Many glory after the flesh”— 

II Cor. 11:18. 

10. “In my flesh dwelleth no good 
thing”—Rom. 7:18. 


THE NEW CREATURE 

“We have the mind of Christ”— 
I Cor. 2:16; Phil. 2:5. 

“Christ ... is made unto us wis¬ 
dom ”—I Cor. 1:30. 

3. “God . . . worketh in you ... to 

will” —Phil. 2:13. 

4. “Such co n fide nee have we 

through Christ”—II Cor. 3 :4, 5, 
R. V. 

5. “As newborn babes, desire the 

. . . Word”—I Pet. 2:2. 

6. “Walk in the Spirit”—Gal. 5:16; 

6:15, 16. 

7. “We are . . . created in Christ . . . 

unto good works” —Eph. 2:10. 

8. “The weapons of our warfare 

are . . . mighty through God” 
—II Cor. 10:4; Eph. 6:12. 

9. “We . . . glory in Christ Jesus”— 

Phil. 3:3, R. V. 

10. “Christ ... is our life”—Col. 3:4. 



“Old things are passed away; hehold, they are become new -II Cor. 5:17, R. V. 
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“And He disarmed the Principalities and the 
Powers (which fought against Him), and put them 
to open shame, leading them captive in the triumph 
of Christ” Colossians 2:15, Congbeare 

“Since then the children referred to are all alike 
sharers in perishable human nature, He Himself 
also, in the same way, took on Him a share of it, 
in order that through death He might render 
powerless him who had authority over death, that 
is, the Devil, and might set at liberty all those who 
through fear of death had been subject to lifelong 
slavery” Hebrews 2:H, 15, Weymouth. 
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FREEDOM FROM SATAN 

T HE entire human race, through the sin of 
Adam, came into bondage to the devil. He 
now seeks to hold every one in bondage, 
and those whom the Son of God sets free he seeks 
to bring back into bondage. His tactics with the 
individual today are the same as those which he 
used with Pharoah when the children of Israel 
were held in bondage in Egypt. When the de¬ 
liverer was sent by God to free the children of 
Israel from slavery, Satan’s first move was to 
prompt Pharoah to give a stark refusal to the re¬ 
quest that the people be allowed to go and worship 
God in the wilderness. Later he made a slight con¬ 
cession, “Go ye, sacrifice to your God in the land,” 
in his effort to keep them in Egypt. When Moses 
made further demands, a second concession was 
made to let them go a short way. “I will let you 
go, that ye may sacrifice to the Lord your God in 
the wilderness; only ye shall not go very far away” 
(Ex. 8:25, 28). Another concession to the de¬ 
mands was made as to who should go. “Go, serve 
the Lord your God: but who . . . shall go?” Moses 
replied that all must go, sons and daughters, old and 
young, flocks and herds. Whereupon Pharoah ex¬ 
claimed, “Not so: go now ye that are men, and 
serve the Lord; for that ye did desire.” A fourth 
concession was, “Go ye, serve the Lord; only let 
your flocks and your herds be stayed: let your 
little ones also go with you” (Ex. 10:8, 11, 24). 
Israel got out of bondage only through blood. 
When the destroying angel passed through Egypt 
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and took the first born of every Egyptian family, 
every home of the Israelites was protected by the 
blood of the slain lamb placed upon the doorposts 
and the lintel of each house. God had said, “And 
the blood shall be to you for a token upon the 
houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, 
I will pass over you” (Ex. 12:13). Israel was 
freed from the galling bondage of Egypt under 
which they had suffered for so long when they 
killed the lamb and placed its blood upon their 
dwellings. In each home in Egypt the first born 
lay dead, in each home in Israel the first born 
walked out into freedom, because they were pro¬ 
tected by the blood of the slain lamb. 

They walked out of Egypt free men, but at the 
Red Sea the oppressor sought to bring them back 
into bondage. It is even so today with every 
person whom the Lord Jesus sets free from Satan’s 
bondage. Satan seeks, first, to hold men by every 
possible device; then when freed, he seeks to 
bring them back into bondage. As Israel learned 
by personal experience the power of the blood of 
the lamb slain for them, so we, too, must know 
the power of the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Lamb of God, to free us and to keep us free 
from the devil’s power. 

Satan has only one ground upon which he can 
stand in order to hold people in his power, and 
that is known or permitted sin in the life of the 
individual. Sin is his territory, it is within the 
bounds of his domain. Only those persons who 
live in the glorious fact, “I am crucified with 
Christ,” can remain outside the bondage of Satan. 
It is what was accomplished upon the cross that 
frees man from Satan’s power, because what was 
done there removes the ground upon which he can 
stand. The person who cannot believe that the 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from all sin is con¬ 
stantly harassed by Satan’s reminding him of his 
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guilt. Another fails to accept the fact that the 
cross frees from the power of sin, and Satan holds 
him in bondage to his old habits. Some people by 
their very zeal for doing what God would have are 
held by Satan under the power of the law. An¬ 
other person does not recognize the fact that the 
woi'ld is crucified to him and he to the world, and 
is thus held by Satan, for the devil uses the things 
of this world order to deceive and to blind men. 
One must also reckon on the fact that the flesh 
has been crucified with Christ, for if he does not, 
he will be constantly making provision for the flesh 
to fulfil the lusts thereof. There is freedom for the 
new creation, but none for the old creation as that 
is entirely in Satan’s domain. If a person who is 
a Christian has not taken the steps indicated in 
the previous chapters, this study can be of no value 
to him. Freedom from Satan depends entirely 
upon the appropriation of the freedom which has 
already been set forth. We are on heaven’s side 
of the cross, on freedom’s side of the cross. 

There is nothing which the devil so desires as 
that the Christian shall become occupied with him, 
for if one is occupied with the devil, he will not be 
occupied with Christ. Satan does everything 
possible to get the eyes of men off the only One who 
can free them and keep them free, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Satan seeks to get the eyes of those who 
are conscious of their need of freedom upon their 
need, their lack, their weakness, their habits; upon 
the world with its allurements, its riches and 
profits, its power and praise, its ease and pleasures; 
upon Satan himself, his power and subtleness. He 
still seeks to exalt himself above God in the minds 
of people in order that they may become discour¬ 
aged, disheartened, and hopeless. His tactics in¬ 
clude anything and everything that will keep God’s 
children from seeing Jesus and being occupied 
with Him, for to be occupied with Christ is victory. 
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Scriptural Names of Satan 

Lucifer. “How art thou fallen from heaven, O 
Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down 
to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!” 
(Isa. 14:12). He was the shining one, who now 
heads up the world system; the ruler, though un¬ 
seen, of the successive world powers. He is the one 
who will finally head up the last great world power, 
using the antichrist as his instrument. 

The devil. “Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit 
into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil” 
(Matt. 4:1). He is the author of all evil. All that 
is evil had its birth in him, it all sprang from him, 
he is the originator of every form of evil which has 
ever been or will be in the world. 

Satan. “And Jesus answered and said unto him. 
Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt 
thou serve” (Luke 4:8). Satan is the adversary 
who seduces and deceives; he sought to deceive the 
woman and succeeded; he sought to deceive and 
seduce the Son of God, but failed. He is still the 
deceiver; though he is a ruler of darkness, he comes 
to us as an angel of light. 

The dragon. “And there was war in heaven: 
Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; 
and the dragon fought and his angels, and pre¬ 
vailed not; neither was their place found any more 
in heaven” (Rev. 12:7, 8). The dragon is the de- 
vourer who destroys the lives of men and peoples. 
He is the one who has made himself the object of 
worship in China as well as in many Indian tribes, 
especially those of Central America and of Mexico, 
where many evidences of dragon worship have been 
found. 

The old serpent. “And he laid hold on the 
dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and 
Satan, and bound him a thousand years” (Rev. 
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20:2). He is the serpent whose sting brought 
death to the race and still brings death to the in¬ 
dividual who through ignorance or rejection is not 
delivered by the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Scriptural Terms Applied to Satan 

A murder. Jesus said of him, “Ye are of your 
father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will 
do. He was a murderer from the beginning” 
(John 8:44a). The first human being who was 
ever born from human parents was a murderer. 
He killed his brother not for silver nor gold, not 
for honor nor power, but because of religion. True 
it was that Cain killed his brother for envy and be¬ 
cause he was jealous, but all through the ages the 
murderer who instigated Cain to this act has stirred 
up the individuals and mobs who have killed and 
burned at the stake those who professed faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. This murderer is the one 
who has fomented every form of persecution that 
has ever been practiced in the name of religion and 
in the name of God. 

A liar. “He was a murderer from the beginning, 
and abode not in the truth, because there is no 
truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh 
of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it” 
(John 8:44). The first words recorded in Genesis 
as spoken by Satan questioned the veracity of God, 
implying that what God had said was not true. He 
does the same in our day, his tactics have not 
changed. He is a liar and a deceiver. 

The adversary. “Be sober, be vigilant; because 
your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 
about, seeking whom he may devour” (I Peter 5:8). 
He is the adversary who constantly rises up against 
us to block our way as we come to God, or as we 
seek to do His will. He seeks to frighten us by 
telling us that, if the will of God is done, it will re- 
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suit in loss to us financially, socially, or in some 
other material way. 

The deceiver. “And the great dragon was cast 
down, the old serpent, he that is called the Devil 
and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world; he was 
cast down to the earth, and his angels were cast 
down with him” (Rev. 12:9, R. V.). He is the one 
who has from the beginning deceived the individ¬ 
ual and who has deceived the entire inhabited 
world. He has made dupes of mankind. He has 
deceived men about the character of God; he has 
deceived them about his own character, making 
himself more desirable than God. 

The accuser of the brethren. “And I heard a 
loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, 
and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the 
power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren 
is cast down, which accused them before our God 
day and night” (Rev. 12:10). He appeared before 
God when the sons of God gathered together and 
accused Job before God. He does appear before 
God to accuse us of things which we have done and 
to impugn our motives. He turns about and accuses 
us to our face of sins which have been washed away 
by the blood of the Lamb of God, seeking to weaken 
us by holding them before us. He accuses our 
Father in Heaven to us, impugning His motives 
when He chastens us; he accuses God of selfishness 
w T hen He asks us to present our bodies to Him. He 
stirs up Christians to accuse other Christians, 
questioning their motives, repeating falsehoods and 
scandal which he brings to their ears. He seeks to 
use us also as accusers of the brethren. 

The Positions Held by Satan 

He is the god of this world. “In whom the god 
of this world hath blinded the minds of them which 
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of 
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto 
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them” (II Cor. 4:4). Although many will not admit 
the fact, the devil is the god whom the men of this 
world unconsciously worship. The Indians freely 
admit that they worship the evil spirit, for they 
fear that, if they do not worship him, he will do 
them great bodily harm. Men have many idols of 
every kind and form to which they bow down and 
which they worship. The final stage of all religion 
before Jesus returns to reign on the earth will be 
idol worship. It matters not how highly educated 
men may he, how cultured they may be, they will 
all be idol worshippers. “And the rest of the men 
which were not killed by these plagues yet repented 
not of the works of their hands, that they should not 
worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and 
brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can 
see, nor hear, nor walk” (Rev. 9:20). 

He is the prince of this world. “Now is the judg¬ 
ment of this world: now shall the prince of this 
world be cast out” (John 12:31). In the begin¬ 
ning, before Satan sinned, God gave him authority 
over the world. Because of his beauty and position, 
pride entered into his life, and he fell from his high 
estate. He became the deceiver, Satan, the devil, 
the dragon, the serpent. He lost his beauty of 
form and character, but today he is still the prince 
of this world. 

He is the prince of devils or demons. “But when 
the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow” 
(Jesus) “doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub 
the prince of the devils” (demons) (Matt. 12:24). 
Who the devils or the demons are we do not know; 
they may be the hosts of heaven that followed Satan 
in his revolt, or they may be the spirits of those 
who lived on earth when he was the legitimate 
prince of this earth. But we do know that there are 
demons today which are under his command and 
which gladly do his bidding, and that their name 
is Legion (a great number). 
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He is the prince of the power of the air. “Where¬ 
in in time past ye walked according to the course 
of this world, according to the prince of the power 
of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the chil¬ 
dren of disobedience” (Eph. 2:2). He has power 
and authority over men beyond anything that 
people realize. He works through the children of 
disobedience, and when any of them are willing to 
yield their bodies to him, they become possessed of 
demons. He holds in closest bondage those who 
choose to disobey God, and he makes base slaves 
of those Christians who hold known sin in their 
lives, robbing them of all joy and peace. 

Some of Satan f s Possessions 

He has a kingdom. Christ referred to the fact of 
Satan’s kingdom when He Himself was charged 
with casting out demons by the prince of demons. 
“And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against 
himself; how shall then his kingdom stand?” 
(Matt. 12:26). It is in this kingdom that he rules 
and receives worship from his subjects. 

He has a throne. In His message to the seven 
churches, the Lord Jesus spoke of knowing exactly 
the location of Satan’s throne. “I know where thou 
dwellest, even where Satan’s throne is” (Rev. 2:13, 
R. V.) If there is a kingdom, there must of neces¬ 
sity be a throne. That this throne is now upon the 
earth is indicated by the fact that Jesus was speak¬ 
ing to men and women who were dwelling in the 
flesh upon the earth at that time. This throne is 
not visible to the eye, for Satan is a spirit and has a 
spiritual kingdom and rules the spirits of men and 
nations. 

He has the power of death. “Forasmuch then 
as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he 
also himself likewise took part of the same; that 
through death he might destroy him that had the 


Freedom from Satan 


115 


power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them 
who through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage’’ (Heb. 2:14, 15). The word that 
is used here for power is not the one which conotes 
authority nor the word for power like dynamite, 
but the word which means might, such as strength 
or power of body. Satan had the power of death. 
He slew the first man, he is a murderer by nature. 
He asserted his might over the body of Moses. 
“Michael the archangel, when contending with the 
devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst 
not bring against him a railing accusation, but 
said, The Lord rebuke thee” (Jude 9). This being 
today has the power or might to hold in bondage, 
because he still claims that he has the power of 
death. He is a being of great strength. He is not 
all-powerful as God is, even though he would make 
men think so. God is the only being who has all 
power, but nevertheless Satan has power and might 
beyond the realization of most Christians. 

One Reason for Christ’s Incarnation—to Deal 
with Satan 

One reason for Christ’s incarnation was that He 
might personally deal with Satan. God had 
promised a deliverer from the devil’s power, for 
there could not be a full salvation until he had 
been dealt with, since he is the arch enemy of both 
God and mankind. “And I will put enmity between 
thee and the woman, and between thy seed and 
her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). The promise was 
not concerning the woman’s posterity, but concern¬ 
ing one special person, the Seed. In the fulness of 
time Jesus came, the promised Seed, to deal with 
Satan’s power. 

Christ took upon Himself flesh and blood in order 
to render inoperative one who held the power of 
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death. “That through death he might destroy him 
that had the power of death, that is, the devil” 
(Heb. 2:14). The Greek word which is here used 
for destroy means to make idle or inactive. Jesus 
made the devil inactive by removing his power 
to hold the believer either here on earth or after 
death. It is not necessary for any human being 
who will accept what Jesus has done for him to 
remain in bondage to the devil now, and he will be 
utterly free to enter the presence of the Lord when 
he leaves this world. This is not true for those who 
reject the liberating work of Christ. 

Christ came into this world in order to break 
up the work of the devil. “For this purpose the 
Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy 
the works of the devil” (I John 3:8). The Greek 
word used in this case for destroy means to loosen, 
to dissolve, or to break up. The devil had en¬ 
trapped men into doing things that were lawless 
and things in every way contrary to the will of 
God. The Son of God came into the world to loose 
the bands which Satan had forged about mankind 
and to set men free. 

Christ lived here on earth in a human body in 
order to deliver those whom Satan held in bondage 
through fear. The devil stands over men with the 
big club of death which he brandishes over their 
heads, threatening to use his might to kill those 
who seek to be freed from him. The Lord Jesus 
came not only to make him inoperative, hut also 
to “deliver them who through fear of death were 
all their lifetime subject to bondage” (Heb. 2:15). 
The Lord Jesus personally delivers every man who 
will put his trust in Him. This is His peculiar 
work. Christ breaks up Satan’s work, so that men 
are free, free to worship God, free to live as sons 
of God. 
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Christ's Defeat of Satan 

The Lord Jesus Christ defeated the devil first in 
the wilderness where he sought to tempt Him. 
“And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, 
Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. And when 
the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed 
from him for a season” (Luke 4:12, 13). The devil 
was defeated in the temptations which he brought 
before the Son of God, as Jesus repulsed him at 
each attack with the sword of the Spirit which is 
the Word of God. 

Christ Jesus defeated the devil on the cross when 
he voluntarily gave up His life. The Lord Jesus 
put Himself into the position where the devil 
thought that he could use his might. Time after 
time—on the lake, at Nazareth, in the garden— 
Satan tried to exercise his power of death upon the 
Son of God without success. The Lord Jesus de¬ 
liberately went to the cross and there voluntarily 
gave up His spirit. Men nailed Him to the cross, 
but He of His own free will let them drive the 
nails into His hands and feet. His blood was 
poured out upon the ground, he became physically 
dead, but of His own volition and not through 
Satan’s power. Thus he defeated Satan and freed 
us, released us from his might. “That through 
death he might destroy him that had the power 
of death, that is, the devil” (Heb. 2:14). On the 
cross the prophecy made in the garden of Eden 
was fulfilled—the heel of the woman’s Seed was 
bruised, but this Seed, the Lord Jesus Christ, then 
and there bruised Satan’s head. He was there 
robbed of his power; perhaps he did not realize it 
until the third day when Christ came out of the 
tomb, but when the Son of God voluntarily gave up 
his life, Satan was forever defeated. Satan, who 
had the power of death, could not kill Him nor hold 
Him in death. 
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On the cross Christ despoiled or put off from 
Himself Satan and all his hosts. “And having 
spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew 
of them openly, triumphing over them in it” (Col. 
2:15). That day on the cross Christ Jesus finally 
triumphed over Satan’s hosts and made a public 
spectacle of them. It was not something that was 
done in a corner, but on Calvary’s hill. The devil 
met his Waterloo before the open gaze of the world. 
Satan could not be seen, it is true, for he is a spirit; 
but it was he that incited the mob, he that entered 
the traitor’s heart, he that put fear into the hearts 
and made cowards of the judges. Even though 
men at the moment did not recognize wdiat was 
taking place, Satan’s defeat was an open one, for 
the people heard Jesus cry w 7 ith a loud voice and 
dismiss His spirit. They saw the darkness, they 
felt the earthquake, they saw the rent veil of the 
temple. By His defeat of Satan, Jesus opened the 
way to God. Now men can come to God, they can 
be saved, they can be freed from Satan’s power. 
Thank God! Jesus defeated Satan on the cross. 
He bound the strong man. “When a strong man 
armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace: 
but when a stronger than he shall come upon him, 
and overcome him, he taketh from him all his 
armour wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils” 
(Luke 11:21, 22). The Lord Jesus first of all 
robbed Satan of his might when He poured out His 
life blood for us on the cross. When He dealt with 
our sin on the cross, He wiped out all ground on 
which Satan could stand and freed us to become 
servants of righteousness. 

The Lord Jesus now has the keys of death. “I 
was dead, and behold, I am alive for evermore, and 
I have the keys of death and of Hades” (Rev. 1:18, 
R. V.). After He had on the cross stripped the devil 
of his might, Jesus went into the abode of the dead 
where all the spirits of the dead were held in cap- 
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tivity. On the third morning the Lord Jesus 
stepped to the door, took the keys of death, hung 
them on His own girdle, and came forth as the first- 
fruits of them that slept. Thus the Lord Jesus 
robbed Satan of his power of death. Not one person 
in this world need longer live in fear. No one need 
longer live under the power of the devil. Christ 
is the victor, Christ has defeated man’s great enemy 
once and for all. 

When Christ came forth from the abode of the 
dead, He led Satan’s captives to freedom. “Where¬ 
fore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led 
captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now 
that he ascended, what is it but that he also de¬ 
scended first into the lower parts of the earth? He 
that descended is the same also that ascended up 
far above all heavens” (Eph. 4:8-10). The Lord 
Jesus not only defeated Satan, but He led cap¬ 
tivity captive and led out of captivity a great host 
of the spirits of just men made perfect. 

The Christian’s Appropriation of Christ’s Victory 

Maintain the freedom into which God has de¬ 
livered you. “Giving thanks unto the Father . . . 
who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, 
and hath translated us into the kingdom of his 
dear Son” (Col. 1:12, 13). We must daily live in 
the consciousness that we are not in the kingdom 
of darkness, but that we are in the kingdom of the 
Son of His love. This attitude of freedom can best 
be maintained by daily thanksgiving for the fact 
of our deliverance. For “if the Son therefore shall 
make you free, ye shall be free indeed” (John 8:36). 
Remember you are free, praise and thank God for 
this precious freedom. 

Be subject to God and then you will be able to 
resist the devil. “Submit yourselves therefore to 
God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” 
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(James 4:7). Here lies the crux of the whole 
matter. No man can resist the devil when he is 
knowingly resisting the will of God, for he has 
placed himself on the devil’s side, on the devil’s 
ground. It is for this very reason that the Holy 
Spirit beseeches every Christian to hand over to God 
his body which was bought with the precious blood 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. A person who has not 
turned over his body to God cannot resist the devil. 
Christ cannot keep us nor defend us from the 
devil’s attacks unless and until we have placed our 
entire being with its past, present, and future in 
His nail-pierced hands. Have you yielded your 
body to Him for His use and for His service, to be 
used in any way that is pleasing to Him? If you 
refuse to turn over your body to God, you place 
yourself in the devil’s hands by a deliberate act of 
your will. In order to be able to resist Satan, a 
Christian must stand on the fact, “I have been 
crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I that 
live, but Christ liveth in me.” The message of 
God to you is from this standpoint. His injunc¬ 
tion to resist the devil is from this vantage ground. 
Do not go one step further without deciding on 
whose side you are. It is yield to God and resist 
the devil or yield to the devil and resist God. 
There is no middle ground. Will you have the 
freedom of God or the bondage of Satan? Mind 
you, this injunction is to those who profess to be 
Christians, it is not to one who has never been 
freed from Satan’s power. 

Do not give Satan an advantage through unfor¬ 
giveness. We must constantly be on our guard 
that we do not open the door to Satan by harbor¬ 
ing unforgiveness or ill will against another. “To 
whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also: for if I 
forgave any thing, to whom I forgave it, for your 
sakes forgave I it in the person of Christ; lest 
Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are 
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not ignorant of his devices” (II Cor. 2:10, 11). 
Many Christians are ignorant of the fact that bit¬ 
terness and an unforgiving spirit are but doors 
thrown wide open for Satan to enter. The only 
attitude which prevents the devil from getting an 
advantage is a heart which overflows on all sides 
with the love of the Lord Jesus Christ and from 
which bitterness and unforgiveness is forever ex¬ 
cluded. Satan is seeking through these means to 
bring back into bondage those who have been de¬ 
livered. How well he succeeds! 

Be viligant that cares do not give an advantage 
to the adversary. In the battle with the devil there 
is hope only for those who by a choice of their 
wills daily cast aside every hindrance. The devil 
may stir up some who would strive with you. He 
may bring you into contact with others who want 
their own way. He may sow a seed of pride in your 
heart. He may weigh you down with your cares 
or the burdens of others. Because all seems to be 
going well, he may cause you to become dull and 
negligent about the Word and prayer. He may 
cause you to become so busy even with the Lord’s 
w r ork, that there is little time for fellowship with 
the Lord Himself. In all these ways and many 
more Satan seeks to devour the Christian. Hence 
it is necessary for us to be watchful so that we do 
not give him an advantage. God charges us to sub¬ 
mit instead of striving; to be subject to those who 
want their way; to confess the sin of pride and 
appropriate the humility of Christ; to remember 
that our Father in heaven cares for us so that we 
need have no anxious thought for ourselves or our 
loved ones; and to be viligant, so that we may detect 
even Satan’s subtle devices of preventing our daily 
time alone with the Lord. “Likewise, ye younger, 
submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you 
be subject one to another, and be clothed with 
humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth 
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grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore 
under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt 
you in due time: Casting all your care upon him; 
for he careth for you. Be sober, be vigilant; be¬ 
cause your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 
whom resist stedfast in the faith” (I Peter 5:5-9). 

Trust the Lord to guard you from the evil one. 
“But the Lord is faithful, who shall establish you, 
and guard you from the evil one” (II Thes. 3:3, 
R. V.). Daily trust the Lord, who is faithful, to 
guard you from Satan’s attacks, as you will recog¬ 
nize them only after he has made them. His power 
over you is broken, his head has been bruised for 
you, and he has no right to hold you in the slightest 
degree of bondage. 

Take the shield of faith. “Taking the shield of 
faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the 
fiery darts of the wicked” (Eph. 6:16). This is a 
shield which quenches , and faith in the blood of 
Christ is the only means of quenching the fiery 
darts of Satan, hence the shield of faith is faith in 
the power of the blood. It is believing what God 
has to say about your sins, believing that His blood 
does wash away sin, and believing that when you 
confess your sins God does forgive and cleanse you 
from all unrighteousness. The devil will accuse 
you, for he is the accuser of the brethren, but you 
must stand, believing that what God says is true: 
He has forgiven, He has cleansed. The devil has 
sent many persons to an insane asylum, and others 
he has driven to suicide, because he made them be¬ 
lieve that they had committed the unpardonable 
sin or that there was just one sin in the life which 
God could not forgive. He tells you that you are 
not sorry enough for your sins or that you have not 
sufficiently repented of your sins. Resist the devil 
through faith in the power of the blood. “And they 
overcame him” (the devil) “by the blood of the 
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Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they 
loved not their lives unto the death” (Rev. 12:11). 
As you reckon on the blood which was shed to wash 
away your guilt, as you remember that you belong 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, because He bought you— 
body, soul, and spirit—with His own blood, as you 
remember that you have withheld nothing from 
Him, you have victory over the devil. He may seek 
to frighten you or even to subdue you, but his 
power is broken, and the cross of Christ is the 
emblem of his defeat. 

Satan’s Ultimate Doom 

When the Lord Jesus Christ Himself returns to 
reign here upon earth, Satan will be bound for a 
thousand years. “And I saw an angel come down 
from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit 
and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold 
on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, 
and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, and 
cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, 
and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the 
nations no more, till the thousand years should be 
fulfilled” (Rev. 20:1-3). While the Lord reigns 
here upon the earth, Satan will be absolutely power¬ 
less. It is most significant that the devil urged men 
to set the seals of Rome upon the grave of the Son 
of the living God in order that He might be held in 
the power of death. The angel will set a seal upon 
Satan as he is bound in the bottomless pit, where 
he will be held for one thousand years. One seal 
was utterly ineffective, but the other seal will hold 
him whose head was bruised on Calvary. 

After the thousand years has been completed, he 
will be loosed for a time and go out to deceive the 
nations of the earth. Then he will come to his final 
doom. “And the devil that deceived them was cast 
into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast 
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and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented 
day and night for ever and ever” (Rev. 20:10). 
Satan’s doom is settled, and because he knows his 
time is now short he is preparing the world for his 
super man. These last few years have seen a de¬ 
velopment of lawlessness such as has not been 
known during this era of time. The late war ush¬ 
ered in a new restlessness among the people, a new 
lawlessness even among nations and rulers, a new 
defiance of moral standards and of the will of God. 
A great falling away from God has taken place. A 
Haunting of sacred things is manifesting itself, a 
disregard for the home and home ties, the church 
and church relationships. The hand of Satan is 
being revealed. We know that the day of his doom 
is nigh, for the Son of God shall soon be revealed 
in all His power and glory, and all creation, wearied 
of Satan’s rule, shall have its Sabbath rest. “Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus.” 
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OUTLINE OF CHAPTER VI 

Introduction: Satan’s use of Pharoah to hold Israel 
in bondage—Ex. 8:25, 28; 10:8, 11, 24; 
12:13. 

I Scriptural names for Satan. 

1. Lucifer—Isa. 14:12. 

2. The devil—Matt. 4:1. 

3. Satan—Luke 4:8. 

4. The dragon—Rev. 12:7, 8. 

5. The old serpent—Rev. 20:2. 

II Scriptural terms applied to Satan. 

1. A murderer—John 8:44a. 

2. A liar—John 8:44b. 

3. The adversary—I Peter 5:8. 

4. The deceiver—Rev. 12:9, R. V. 

5. The accuser—Rev. 12:10. 

III The positions held by Satan. 

1. The god of this world—II Cor. 4:4; Rev. 

9:20. 

2. The prince of this world—John 12:31. 

3. The prince of devils (demons)—Matt. 

12:24. 

4. The prince of the power of the air—Eph. 

2 : 2 . 

IV Some of Satan’s possessions. 

1. A kingdom—Matt. 12:26. 

2. A throne—Rev. 2:13, R. V. 

3. The power of death—Heb. 2:14; Jude 9. 

V One reason for Christ’s incarnation—to deal 

with Satan. 

1. To ‘‘destroy (render inoperative) him that 

had the power of death”—Heb. 2:14. 

2. To “destroy (break up) the works of the 

devil”—I John 3:8. 
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3. To “deliver them who . . . were . . . sub¬ 
ject to bondage”—Heb. 2:15. 

VI Christ’s defeat of Satan. 

1. He repulsed the devil in the wilderness— 

Luke 4:12, 13. 

2. He defeated the devil on the cross—Heb. 

2:14. 

3. He triumphed over Satan and his hosts on 

the cross—Col. 2:15; Luke 11:21, 22. 

4. He took the keys of death—Rev. 1:18, R. V. 

5. He led a host of Satan’s captives to free¬ 

dom—Eph. 4:8-10. 

VII Appropriation of Christ’s victory. 

1. Maintain your freedom by thanksgiving— 

Col. 1:12, 13; John 8:36. 

2. Be subject to God and resist the devil— 

James 4:7. 

3. Do not give Satan an advantage through 

unforgiveness—II Cor. 2:10, 11. 

4. Be vigilant that cares do not give him an 

advantage—I Peter 5:5-9. 

5. Trust the Lord to guard you from the evil 

one—II Thes. 3:3, R. V. 

6. Take the shield of faith against his fiery 

darts—Eph. 6:16; Rev. 12:11. 

VIII Satan’s ultimate doom. 

1. He shall be bound for a thousand years— 

Rev. 20:1-3. 

2. He shall be cast into the lake of fire and 

brimstone—Rev. 20:10. 


THE PIONEER MISSION AGENCY 


It is an established fact that a person who does not make a practice 
of having a daily time with the Word of God is not a soul winner nor 
a real missionary. It is as true of a church as of an individual that 
Bible study is essential to spiritual life and growth. In countries or 
among tribes where the Bible has not been given in the language of 
the people, there has been no building up of virile Christian life. If 
human leadership or influence ceases, the people revert to their heathen 
religion. On the other hand, wherever the Word of God is given to 
the people in their mother tongue, the work has been permanent, as 
witness the Coptic Church of Ethiopia or the Syrian Church in Ceylon 
and southern India. 

A person cannot be born again without the Word of God, just as 
a child cannot be born except through a mother. If all of the women 
in the world were put to death, the race would end with that generation. 
It is just as true that no one would ever be born again if the Word 
of God could be destroyed. Hence all of the strategy of Satan is aimed 
at the Bible, either to discredit it in the eyes of those who have it or 
to keep it from those to whom it has never been given in their own 
tongue. There are at least one thousand large tribes of people in 
different parts of the earth who do not have one word of the Gospel 
in the language in which they were born. These millions of people 
constitute the great pioneer field of the world and hence the great 
challenge to the church today. The crying need is for missionaries 
who have had special linguistic training and who will devote them¬ 
selves exclusively to translation work. 

The Pioneer Mission Agency has founded and is conducting an 
interdenominational training camp in the Ozark Mountains of Arkansas 
for this very purpose. The sessions of Camp Wycliffe run from the 
middle of July through the middle of October. The young men and 
women candidates are taught the phonetics and morphology of primi¬ 
tive languages which are so different from Latin and Greek or our 
modern European languages. They are taught to reduce an unwritten 
language to writing and then to translate the Word of God into it. 
One worker of very mediocre gifts, after receiving this specialized 
training over a period of three months, went to a tribe of Indians 
and within seven months had learned the difficult language so that he 
could converse exclusively in it, and within the first year had trans¬ 
lated the Gospel of John into that language. Others from Camp Wycliffe 
are now located in three continents preparing to translate the Word of 
God into thirteen different languages. The thousand large tribes could 
easily be evangelized in this generation if sufficient young men and 
women would give their lives to this one project and others would 
support them while they were doing the task. If you are interested 
either in doing translation work or in supporting this particular kind 
of work the Pioneer Mission Agency welcomes any correspondance. 

THE PIONEER MISSION AGENCY 
1201 Chestnut Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 
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Camp Wycliffe Chorus 

(To the tune of The Bells of St. Mary) 

March onward , Camp Wycliffe 
With Christ as your leader 
Till tribes long neglected 
The message have heard, 

And in every language 
Is told his salvation. 

Haste forward , 0 Camp Wycliffe , 
With GocTs saving Word. 

W. C. Townsend. 
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